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Iliadt ii. 140. 

" Haste, let us fly, and all our sails expand, 
To gain our dear, our long-lost native land.*^ 
Ilarpts Se tifAiv o9ev irapti\9ofA€Vf Kai nartjp €K€i. 

Plotin. de Pulchritud., p. 57. 
, " Our [true] country [». e. truly existing being] is that from whence 
we came, and where our father lives." 
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PREFACE. 



Of Plotinus, who for the sublimity of his genius 
and the profundity of his conceptions has been no 
less justly than unanimously dignified by his fol- 
lowers with the appellation of the greats I have else- 
where given the life from Porphyry *, who of all 
his disciples was the most learned and the best. 

I rejoice, therefore, in the opportunity which is 
now afforded me of adding a translation of the fol- 
lowing books to those which I have already pub- 
lished of this most extraordinary man^. For this 

" In his Xiife of Plotinusy of which the reader will find the sub- 
stance in the Introduction to my Translation of Select Works of 
Flotinus. 8vo. 1817. 

** For the sake of those who have not,' but may wish to have, all 
that I have translated of the works of Plotlnus, prior to the present 
work, the following list is added of those translations : 

On the Beautiful, a paraphrased translation. l2mo. 1787. 

That Intelligibles are not external to Intellect, and concerniDg 
the Good. 

On Intelligible Beauty. See my Hktory of the Restoratian of 
the Hatonic Theology at the end of voL ii. of my Produs on Eu- 
clid. 4to. 1788. 

Five Books, entitled : On Felicity; On the Nature and Origm 
of Evil; On Providence; On Nature, Contemplation, and the 
One; and On the Descent of the Soul. 8vo. 1794. 

Select Works, Viz. On the Virtues; On Dialectic; On Matter; 
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VI PREFACE. 

opportunity I am indebted to the patronage of a 
gentleman (Charles Attwood, Esq.) who, through 
his great abilities and worth, and a sagacity which, 
in the present age, is rare in the extreme, has been 
led to admire and study the writings of Plato, "the 
mighty, magnificent, and immortal philosopher of 
Athens." This gentleman did me also the honour 
to patronize my translation of a work of Proclus 
respecting Providence and the Subsistence of Evil ; 
and of such a man, I may truly say with Heraclitusy 
that " his praise is equivalent to that of a countless 
mtdtitude" 

1E4S tfi»t ttvP^u^as r^i^fitv^tM, 

, Porphyry informs us, in the above-mentioned 
Life, that during the six years in which he was the 
companion as well as disciple of Plotinus, many 
questions of a very abstruse nature were discussed 
in their philosophical conversations, which, at the 
joint request of Porphyry and Amelius, Plotinus 
committed to writing, and produced from their in- 

Against the Gnostics; On the Impassivity of Incorporeal Natures; 
On Eternity and Time ; On the Immortality of the Soul ; On the 
Three Hypostases that rank as the Principles of Things ; On In- 
tellect. Ideas, and Real Being ; On the Essence of Soul ; On the 
Generation, and Order of Things after the First; On Gnostic Hy- 
postases, and that which is beyond them ; That the Nature which is 
beyond Being is not Intellective ; and What that is which is Prima* 
rily, and also that which is Secondarily, Intellective ; and On the 
Good, or the One. 8vo. 1817. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PREFACE. Vll 

vestigation two elaborate and admirable books On 
truly existing being, demonstrating that it is every' 
wher^ one and the same whole. Though these books^ 
from the brevity of the diction with which they are 
composed) and which, also, equally applies to all 
the writings of Plotinus, and from the very occult 
nature of their subject, are beyond the comprehen-r 
sion of the multitude, yet the man of intellect, who 
is only moderately skilled in the philosophy of 
Plato, will find many beautiful passages in them 
which he will immediately understand, and many 
sublime truths to which he will immediately assent. 
In short, what t have elsewhere said^ of this most 
extraordinary man, who was the first that brought 
to light the divine wisdom of Plato, after it had 
been in oblivion for five hundred yeari^, will be 
admitted by every one whose mental eye, in Ho- 
itieric language, has been purged from mortal mists, 

" i. e. In my panegyric on the most eminent intellectual philo- 
sophers of antiquity, in my Dissertation on the Philosophy of Ari- 
stotle, from which the following lines respecting Plotinus are ex- 
tracted : 

** Genius sublime ! whilst bound in mortal ties, 
Thy soul had frequent conmierce with the skies, 
And oft you loosened the lethargic folds 
By which th' indignant mind dark matter holds. 
What depth of thought, what energy is thine ! 
What rays of intellect in ev*ry line ! 
The more we fathom thy exalted mind, 
A stronger light, a greater depth we find." 
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VUi PREFACE. 

and thus enabled to see the nature of God and 
man*. 

That these very abstruse books may be more 
easily understood, I have added copious extracts 
fVom the admirable treatise of Porphyry, entitled, 
Auxiliaries to the Perception of Intelligible Na- 
tures^j and two Propositions from the Theolc^cal 
Elements of Proclus, for the accommodation of 
those who may not have in their possession my 
translation of these Elements and of Select Works 



^ I here allude to the following well-known lines in the Iliad of 
Homer, in which Minerva says to Diomed, 

Iliad, V. 127, 128. 
ue, 

'* From mortal mists thine eyes are purg'd by me, 
And well enabled God and man to see." 

^ A^e^fuu ^»of ra fonrct. Dr. Henry More, in his Platonic Song 
of the Soul, calls Plotinus ** more than man.** And Ficinus, in his 
Exhortation to the readers of Plotinus (in the Preface to his edition 
of that philosopher's works), says, 

'* Principio yos omnes admoneo, qui divinum audituri Plotinum 
hue acceditis, ut Platonem ipsum sub Plotini persona loquentem, 
vos audituros existimetis. Sive enim Plato quondam in Plutino 
revixit (quod fadle nobis Pythagorici dabunt), sive Dcemon idem 
Platonem quidem prius afflavit, deinde Yero Plotinum, quod Pla- 
tonici nuUi n^gabunt ; omnino aspirator idem os Platonicum afflat, 
et Plotinum. Et vos Platonem ipsum exclamare sic erga Plo- 
tinum existimetis.** 

u e. '* In the first place, I admonish all you who approach Jiither 
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PREFACE. IX 

of Porphyry, that most celebrated disciple of I^lo- 
tinuS) who was considered by his contemporaries 
and successors to be the most learned of the philo- 
sophers, and who was no less remarkable for the 
sanctity of bis conceptions than for the acuteness 
of bis genius, and his power of developing the dog- 
mas of the ancients relative to the most important 
physical and metaphysical truths. Hence, Euna- 
pius elegantly says of him, ^* that like a Mercurial 
chain let down for the benefit of mortal^ he un« 

to hear the divine Flotinus, that you should think you will hear 
Flatoi himself speaking in the person of Plotinus. For whether 
Plato once lived again in Plotinus (which the Pythagoreans will 
readily grant us) [may have been the case], or whether the same 
Daemon that first inspired Plato, afterwards inspired Plotinus, the 
possibility of which no Platonists will deny,— however this may be, 
[it must be admitted that] both were under the influence of the 
same inspiring power.—— You should think, therefore, that you 
hear Plato himself thus exclaiming with respect to Plotinus : 

** Wise is he only; but debarr*d from day, 
The rest like empty shadows glide away.** 

The line in the original, of which the above is a translation, is the 
second of the two following lines in the Odyssey, rMpecting the 
prophet Tiresias, with some alteration in it by Ficinus. 

Ty KM rtinutrit fM9 fr«^i ni^^f^wi/*, 
OTw imtvuif^etf rtt )i giuett aY^fWfiu 
t. e, 

** Though dead, and in the realms beneath confined. 
To him Persephone imparted mind> 
And wisdom gave ; the rest*, debarred from day. 
Like empty shadows swiftly glide away." 



* i. e. The multitude. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



X PREFACE. 

folded everything with accuracy and clearness by 
the assistance of universal erudition/' 
- The philosophic reader will find in the Extract 
from Olympiodorus respecting Suicide, informa- 
tion no less novel than important, and the dif- 
ficulty attending the question, whether suicide at 
any time, and under any circumstances, is lawful, 
unanswerably solved. For the sake of the learned 
and intelligent reader, therefore, the translation of 
this Extract is accompanied by the original Greek. 

I shall conclude with observing, that the depth 
of the meaning contained in these books of Plo- 
tinus can only be fathomed by those who rank in 
that third class of men described by this mighty 
genius in the following beautiful passage from his 
treatise on Intellect^ Ideas^ and \real'\ being. 

<< Since all men from their birth employ sense 
prior to intellect, and are necessarily first conver- 
sant with sensibles, some proceeding no further, 
pass through life, considering these as the first 
and last of things, and apprehending that what- 
ever is painful among these is evil, and whatever 
is pleasant, is good ; thus thinking it sufiicient to 
pursue the one and avoid the other. Those, too, 
among them, who pretend to a greater share of 
reason than the rest, esteem this to be wisdom, 
being affected in a manner similar to more heavy 
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PREFACE. s XI 

birds, which, collecting many things from the earth, 
and being oppressed by the weight, are unable to 
fly on high, though they have received wings for 
this purpose from nature. But others are in a 
small degree elevated from things subordinate, the 
more excellent part of the soul recalling them from 
pleasure to a more worthy pursuit As they are, 
however, unable to look on high, and not possess- ^ 
ing anything else in which they can find repose, 
they betake themselves, together with the name 
•of virtue, to actions and the election of things of 
an inferior nature, from which they at first en- 
deavoured to raise themselves, though in vain^. 
In the third class is the race of divine men^ who, 
through a more excellent power, and with piercing 
eyes, acutely perceive supernal light, to the vision 
of which they raise themselves above the clouds 
and darkness, as it were, of this lower world, and 
there abiding, despise everything in these regions 
of sense; being no otherwise delighted with the 
place which is truly and properly their own, than 
he who, after many wanderings, is at length re- 
stored to his lawful and native land ^'.^ 

* These are men who engage in an active life, or, in other words, 
who energise according to the political virtues. 

^ Alluding to the wanderings of Ulysses, for an explanation 
of which, see the Appendix to my translation of Select Works of 
Porphyry, 
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PLOTINUS ON SUICIDE: 

BEING THE NINTH BOOK 

OF Hia 

FIRST ENNEAD. 

AND 

AN EXTRACT FROM THE HARLEIAN MS. OF THE SCHOLIA 

OF OLTMPIOpORUS ON THE FH^DO OF PLATO 

RESPECTING SUICIDE, ACCOMPANIED 

BY THE GREEK TEXT. 



You should not expel the soul from the body. 
For in departing, it will retain something [of the 
more passive life], which is necessary in this case 
to its departure*. Since to depart from the body 
is to pass from one place to another. But it is 
requisite to remain in life, until the whole body i^ 

' In the original, «vz i|«^<^ tva fitn i|i»r. sj^iktv^trat ya^, i;^0tir« 
Ti, tw »tu i|a^»f. This is one of the Chaldean Oracles, which in 
the Collection of them by Psellus is, fitfi t^vh tta fin t^iti i;^0tir« 
Tu But in Stanley's Collection it is, fi.n t^ul^nty tw ftn iH^ovam txv 
Ti, Ficinus, however, in his translation of this book, appears to 
have found in his MS. a more full, and a more perfect reading of 
this Oracle. For his version of it is as follows : ** Nemo extrudat 
per vim d corpore animam ; ne forte exeat in locum similem mi- 
gratura: alioquin exibit corporei nonnihil deferens, quo per sirni- 
lia emigrabit.** 

B 
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separated from the soul, and when it does not re- 
quire migration, but is entirely external to the 
body* After what manner, therefore, is the body 
separated from the soul ? When no longer any- 
thing pertaining to the soul is bound in the body * ? 
For when this takes place, the body can no longer 
bind the soul, the harmony of it no longer exist- 
ing, which the soul possessing, it also possessed. 
What, then, shall we say, if some one should en- 
deavour to separate the body from the soul ? May 
we not say, that in this case he must employ vio- 
lence, and that he departs, but the body does not 
depart from him ? To which may be added, that 
he who effects this separation, is not liberated from 
passion, but is under the influence of some mo- 
lestation, or pain, or anger. It is requisite, how- 
ever, that nothing of this kind should be accom- 
plished. But what if some one should find himself 
beginning to be insane ? Perhaps, indeed, this will 

* This is well explained by Porphyry in his Auxiliaries to the 
Perception of Intelligible Natures, as foUows : 

'< The soul is bound to the body by a conversion to the corporeal 
passions; and is again liberated by becoming impassive to the 
body," 

« That which Nature binds, Nature also dissolves ; and that 
which tb€» soul binds, the soul likewise dissolves. Nature, indeed* 
bound the body to the soul ; but the soul binds herself to the body« 
Nature, therefore, liberates the body from the soul; but the soul 
liberates herself from the body.*' 

'* Hence there is a twofold death ; the one, indeed, universally 
known, in which the body is liberated from the soul ; but the other 
peculiar to philosophers, in which the soul is libenued from tlie 
body. Nor does the one entirely follow the other." 
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not take place witli a worthy man^; but if it 
should, this must be arranged among things that 
are necessary, and arising frpm things that are 
eligible from circumstimc^^ and which are not 
simply eligible. For it is not, perhaps^ expedient 
for the soul to take an envenomed potion in order 
to its expulsion fron\ the body. If, also, a fated 
time is allotted to each individual of the human 
race, a separation of th<s body from the soul cannot 
be prosperous prior to this period, unless^ as w 
have said, this become necessary. But if every one 
retains that order with respect to proficiency after^ 
which he possessed prior to bis departure from 
the present life, the soul is not to be separated 
from the body while a further proficiency is yet 
possible^. 

* Flotinus says this confonnably to what is asserted by Plato In 
the Timaeus, viz. that " the disease of the soul is folly, which is of. 
two kinds, madness and ignorance.*' vo^ev fttv hi ^up^ns ttvatrnv rtfy- 
Xv^nriof, htaV a^M»9 ywfi* ro fittv fitavmf* roVec/Mt^tuv, 

^ Macrobius in his ABROtations on this book of Plotinus, has 
the following remarkable passage : *' In arcanis de animse reditu 
disputationibus fertur, in hae vita delinquentes, similes esse super 
squale solum cadentibus, quibus denuo sine difficultate praesto sit 
surgere : animes vero ex hac vit& cum delictorum sordibus reci- 
dentesy squandas his, qui in abruptum ex ako, pnecipiteque de- 
lapsi sunt, unde facultas nunquam sit resurgendi." t. e. ** In the 
arcane narrations concerning the re-ascent of the soul, it is said, 
that those who are delinquents in this life, resemble those that fall 
on level gcound, from which liiey cannot again without difficulty 
rise ; but that souls who depart from this life polluted with crimes, 
are similar to those who fail Arom a precipitous altitude into a great 
depth, from which they will never be able to rise again/* This 
extract from an»ne narrations is not, I believe, elsewhere to be 
found. 

B 2 
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Thefollamiiig is the Extract from the MS. Scho^ 
Hit of Olympiodorus on the Phcedo of Plato ^i 

Ev avTY^ rvj vvv frgoxsifjLsvri Xsfei ev }} xarao-xeua^si o 
n\oiTO)Vf on ov $£i e^ayeiv eaurovs^ efi^aciv SiSwo'i xai 
rov avTixsijxsvou^ Trgcorov fji,ev Xeycov, ou jxsvroi i(r»$ |3 late- 
ral sfltUTOv. TO yap i<raos vwovoiuv 5i8ooo-«v, ot« vots xai ^fi 
e^ayuv eavTOVs^ ei jxij ju.eyaX)}v o deo; avayx)}y g7ivffjx\{/i} 
oiav Tijv vuv wapot;o*av**. devrepov «v«xs«g)jjxa, ei auTOj o 
nXuToov ^)}a'iv on e^aygiy eat^rov eTriTpsTroi xai too o^ou* 
Baiw, xai TO) [ji^eceoy xai ro) ttoXXco xai ^auXo) avfiptt^ro)* rep 
fTtrov^oiico co$ evTuv^oif reo fAeceo^ oo^ ev I7oXmia Xeyoov, on 
$ei rov yoo'O} aviarco xai [uaxpoL xarep^Ojxevoy e^ayeiv eavTOv 
(0$ a^gvicrov ovra rrj ToXsi, $ion /SouXerai o IlKxrwv rou; 

* Extracts from these Scholia, together with Selections from 
other MS. Greek Treatises, were published by those modem 
Greeks, Mustoxydes and Schinas. The Extracts contain twenty 
pages 8vo of Olympiodorus, among which is the passage that 
forms a part of this article. But the translation of it was made 
many years prior to the above-mentioned work of Mustoxydes and 
Schinas, the title of which is as follows : 2i;A.X«7if EXAvnamv Am»- 

EvBtUTtm, 1816. 
The arrangement, also, of some of the sentences in the Harleian MS. 
' ts different from that of the Extracts of Mustoxydes and Schinaa, as 
will be immediately evident on comparing the former with the latter, 
In the following translation, I have adopted that arrangement which 
appeared to me to be most natural, and therefore the best. 

^ The words of Plato in the Phsedo^ to which Olympiodorus in 
the above extract alludes, are in the original as follow : EfinXn^u 
r«i»v» ««M Eufni»f »cu iraf «ry a^f t9ut»v t»v 9r^»yfMtr»t fMrwrtv^ ou 
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fv $e Toi; iVbftoif TO) ^roXXo) avipcovco Xeyopv, on $fi tov 
aviaTOi^ 7a$6(rei xare^Oftevov, oiov tpcoTi jxijrgio^, i^ is^o- 
(TuXia^, ^ rctfv roiourcov rivi, xoei jxij ^vvafj^svov xpareiv 
tavTOV e^oiysiv eavTOV, rpirov STri^eiprnLUf 6i UXoot^vm 
yzypairrui iregi aAoyou (lege suXoyou*) e^otyooyriSy &«i 
apa TTore e^oLyeiv eoLvrov, rsrapiov, ei oi Sroo'ixoi Treyn 
rpoirovs eXeyov evXoyov e^otyoiyris, uTreikoil^ov yag tov 
|8iov a-viAfroa-icp, kui eXsyov ort h oca; oeiTia$ Xuerai ro 
truiATToa-ioVy diu rots uvras xai rov jSiov Xustv. Xverui ro 
a'vii7ro<riov t^ $ia X^^iav a^voo pi^eyaXviv eiFiO'raa'oiv, oiov 
$fa iretpoutnoLv ^iXou oe^voo eXfiovTO^* ^ Sia xaraXafiSoV" 
trav ftsfiijv XugroM to crujUr^oo'iov, xai $ia to vaguritspLivx 
vocepu ovTa. en ftijy xai 8»ot sTspov rgowov 5* gvSsiav tcov 
vapuriieiAevcov, xai tov jSiov $6 Xt^reov Sta wevre rpovous' 
OIOV hot^peioL Xverai ro (rvi/,no(rioVj $si Xveiv tov /3iov, xai 
5ia i^eyotXifiv xp^^^^f ^S Msvoi^H oi,vo(r^a^oi$ eotvrov h» 
T1JJ wurpihsf uXXa koli h atcxpoppTflfJ^oa-vwiv, ovrco xai 
hXvsiv x«i TOV /3<ov 5ia rvpavvov avocyKu^ovra. eiveiv t« 
avoppy^Ta^ o xai frvioLyopeta. ri$ yuvij Trevofijxgv, avayxa- 
fyfiewi sfveiv, $iaTi ovx g(rdifi xuajxou;. e^ij ya^ ^ayoijcu 
ay 01 ** giffOijx* av eiTa avayxa^OjUrgvij $ayi«v 6$>j, ei^oifw 
av, 61 ** $ayo«/x< av, xai teXo; awgTgjxe tijv yXwrrav, coj 
xai SiaXexTixov xai yguoTfxov opyavov, eiXXa Koti Sta 
/biefiijv XusTai TO o-UjUrTroxiov, ourco xat tov /3(ov Xueiv $gi 
$ia ^ TOV vapenofjLevov rep o-oojxaTi Xvjpov, ^va-ixti yap gori 
/xati} Xijpo;. aXXa xui $fa Ta vapoirtieiAsva voarspa ovrotf 
xai TOV j3<ov XuT60V« diu to o-cofta voo-ot; aviaTOt; xarf%o« 

* £t 8JC recte Mustox. et Schin. 

|> Pro 1/ Mustox. et Schin. habent n, sed male, 

* )i« deest in Mustox., sed male. 
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ju.evpv, x«i otvuFnufieiov vgos to tmovpynv r^ ^XV* ^^^ 
xat h ev^uav r'cov vpo^eiyofievoov Ausrai to avfiitotnov. 
ouTflO xat dta ttiftav hre^oiyuif eaorov^y tav /x)) 'jeagevTtv 
ecKO ayoAtov XoifuSaveiV ou yap Xyjfrreov ano ^auXtev. 
inxpa yap avo [f,iap(A^ hopa^ Kai oti $8i ovi^s toutoi; /eao- 
Xweiv iaurov. ti ovv y^^u^ fafieit; eig avri^of(riy yap 
TrepiBO-TiV Xoyog. wooj yap atepi^iTOV to e^ayuv satrrov 
xai ivXoyov ; tj ou hi e^aynv tavrov o<rov em tco (roofiaTr 
TTpog xakop yap icu tovTO Top 9^»fidu» aXKa ivXoyoy e$«- 
yeiy eavrovg h» jxei^oy ayato9 cvvtsXovv rjn ini^Vi ^'^v 
mg ijvixa fiXanTsrai tyxo too a-ooiiarog. oovfreg yap o /3oo« 
XofMVOg (lege fiooXsVofAwog) txsiva aipHTa$y oig BXoff^ 
cova (Jkiv Kuxu iiserai^ pt^nl^ova ^s »ya6a, xat eo<nrep 
avoiriov ftsv ^iXcp TVTnoiievep jctt} afwveiv^ si ^f Tuirroiro 
tiito vaTpog oux tuAoyov aiAweiv^ ovtco xou irraoia xat 
«$ffjX(roy B^ayuv eaVTOv dia ro frasy^Oy xai ffcrXsyov von 
hot rf)V ^op^ijy, XucmXovvTog avTip wore toutov. 

t. tf. ^^ Plato, when he here infers that suicide is 
not lawful, affords an occasion of supporting the 
opinion that it is lawful ; in the first place, by say-^ 
ing, that he [who is worthy to partake of philoso* 
phy,] will not perhaps violently deprive himself of 
life. For the word perhaps affords a suspicion that 
duicide may sometimes be requisite, unless Divi- 
nity sends some great necessity, such as in the 
present instance [respecting Socrates]* In the se- 
cond place, Plato admits that suicide may be pro- 
per td the worthy man^ to him of a middle charac- 
ter, and to the multitude and depraved. To the 
worthy man, as in this Dialogue ; to him of a mid- 
. die character, as in the Republic, where he says, 
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that suicide is necessary to him who Is afflicted 
with a long and incurable disease, as being use- 
less to the city, because Plato's intention was that 
his citizens should be useful to the city, and not 
[merely] to themselves ; and to the vulgar charac- 
ter, as in the Laws, when he says that suicide 
is necessary to him who is possessed with cer- 
tain incurable passions, such as being enamoured 
of his mother, sacrilege, or anything else of this 
kind, and who is incapable of governing himself* 
In the third place, it may be said, if Plotinus 
has written concerning rational suicide % it is 
sometimes necessary for a man to deprive himself 
of life. In the fourth place, this may be inferred 
from the authority of the Stoics, who said that 
there are five ways in which suicide may be rea- 
sonably admitted. For they assimilated life to a 
banquet, and asserted that it is necessary to dis- 
solve life through such-like causes as occasion the 
dissolution of a banquet. A banquet, therefore, is 
dissolved either through a great necessity unex- 
pectedly intervening, as through the presence of a 

* It appears to me that Olympiodorus, in what he here says» 
does not allude to tfie preceding book of Plotinus on Suicide, but 
to the following passages in Ennead I. lib. iv. of his treatise on 
Felicity : u »t;^/MtXMT«s ayMro, travrn t^riv oios t^tveu, u /tfi an tviai^ 
fM9M, i, e, *' If [the wise man] should be led into captivity, there 
is entirely a way for him to depart firom the present life, if he can 
be no longer happy in it** And shortly after he adds : »eu t»XXm 
hi xeu a/AUftf eu^QfMtXMTOi ytvgfAtwt sr^ec^ou^t* »eu t^ avrttt iff /3«^jv- 
ffAtMus «fr«x^un t. e» *< Besides, many, when they have become slaves, 
have acted better than they did before their captivity ; and it is in 
the power of those who are bound, to depart from their bondage.*'* 
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friend suddenly coming ; or it is dissolved through 
intoxication taking place; and through what is 
placed on the table being morbid. Further still, 
it is dissolved after another manner^ through a want 
of things necessary to the entertainment, and also 
through obscene and base language. In like man- 
ner life may be dissolved in five ways. And in the 
first place, as at a banquet, it may be dissolved 
through some great necessity, as when a man like 
Menceceus^ sacrifices himself for the good of his 
country. In the second place, as a banquet is 
dissolved through intoxication, so likewise it is ne« 
cessary to dissolve life through a delirium following 
the body : for a delirium is a physical intoxication. 
In the third place, as a banquet is dissolved through 
what is placed on the table being morbid, thus, too, 
it is necessary that life should be dissolved when 
the body labours under incurable diseases, and is 
no longer capable of being ministrant to the soul. 
In the fourth place, as a banquet is dissolved 
through a want of things necessary to the enter- 
tainment, so suicide is proper when the necessaries 
of life are wanting. For they are not to be re- 
ceived from depraved characters : since gifts from 
the defiled are small, and it is not proper for a 
man to pollute himself with these. And in the 
fifth place, as a banquet is dissolved through ob- 
scene language, so likewise it is necessary to dis- 
solve life when compelled by a tyrant to speak 

* Men<Bceu8 was a Theban, the last of the Cadmeian race, who 
Toluntarily sacrificed himself for the safety of bis country. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



things arcane, or belonging to the mysteries, which 
a certain female Pythagorean is said to have done. 
For being compelled to tell why she did not eat 
beans, she said, I may eat them if I tell. And 
afterwards, being compelled to eat them, she said, 
1 may tell if I eat them ; and at length bit off her 
tongue as the organ of speech and taste. 

** What, then, shall we say ? for the discussion 
is brought to a contradiction. And how can it be 
admitted tliat suicide is unlawful, and yet reason- 
able? Or may we not say, that a liberation from 
life is not necessary so far as pertains to the body? 
for this is evil to the body. For as he who deli- 
berates [about the election of some things rather 
than others], chooses those that are followed by a 
less evil, and accompanied by a greater good ; and 
as it is unholy not to give assistance to a friend 
when he is scourged, but if he is scourged by his 
father, it is not becoming to assist him^; so here, 
suicide is unlawftilj when committed for the sake 
of the body, but rational^ when committed for the 
sake of the soul, since this is sometimes advan- 
tageous to it." 

* When the truly worthy man is placed in difficult circum- 
stances, yet not of such a magnitude as to prevent him from ener- 
gizing intellectually, in this case it is not lawful for him to.commit 
suicide ; for the affliction is from Divinity, and is analogous to the 
eastigation of a son by his father. For, according to the Platonic 
philosophy, everything afflictive in life either exercises, or corrects, 
or punishes. And the most worthy men sometimes require for the 
health of their souls, severe endurance, in the same manner as the 
most athletic require great exercise for the health of their bodies. 
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THE FOURTH AND FIFTH BOOKS 
OF Tax 

SIXTH ENNEAD OF PLOTINUS. 



BOOK iV. 



That [truly existing] being which is one and the same, is every- 
where wholly simultaneously present. 



1. Is soul everywhere present, on account of the 
magnitude of the body of the universe? For it has 
A nature adapted to be divided about bodies. Or 
is it everywhere present from itself? Not so far, 
indeed, as it is extended by body, but because body 
finds soul to be everywhere prior to it. So that 
wherever body is placed, there it finds soul exist- 
ing, before it had itself an^arrangement in a part of 
the universe ; and the whole body of the universe 
is established in soul now existing. But if soul is 
thus largely extended, prior to the accession of so 
great a body, and fills all the interval of the uni- 
verse, how is it possible that it should not have 
magnitude? Or what mode will there be of its 
existence in the universe before the universe was 
generated, the universe not yet having a being? 
But granting that soul is impartible and without 
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magnitude, and that hence it is everywhere, in 
consequence of not having magnitude, how can 
any one admit that it is everywhere, if it has no 
magnitude? And if it should be said that it is co- 
extended with body, thpugh it is not body, neither 
will he who asserts this avoid the doubt, through 
ascribing to sroul n>agnitud6 according to accident 
For here in a similar manner some one may ra- 
tionally inquire, how soul can be accidentally ex- 
tended into magnitude. For soul is not extended 
through the whole body in the same manner as 
quality [such as^] sweetness or colour; since these 
are passions of bodies, so that the whole of that 
which is passive has a property of this kind, and 
being something belonging to body, possesses no- 
thing from itself^, and is then known [when it is in 
body]. Hence it is necessarily extended into a 
magnitude equal to that of the body^ [in which it 
is inherent]. Besides, though the whiteness of one 

* The word Mf is omitted in the original ; but the sense of the 
passage requires its insertion. The version of Ficinus has also 
veltU, 

^ Quality is that which imparts what is apparent in matter, and 
what is the ol>ject of sense. Hence, as it is well observed by Da- 
mascius, fri^i »^»tv, '' That which is the object of sight is neither 
body nor colour; but coloured body, or colour corporalised, is that 
which is motive of the sight. And universally that which is sen- 
nble, which is body with a particular quality, is motive of sense.*' 

* In the original there is nothing more than, ho »at i| awayiffit 
^Movrw, But from the version of Ficinus, it is requisite to add, 
•wn t^rt xeu t9 ^m/Mt, And indeed this addition is necessary. The 
version of Ficinus is, ** Quapropter qualitas necessario tanta est, 
quantum est et corpus" 
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piart is specifically the same with that of another, 
yet it is not numerically the same. But with re- 
spect to soul, it is numerically the same in the foot 
and the hand, as is evident from sensible percep- 
tions. At the same time, also, it must be observed^ 
that the same thing may be surveyed subsisting 
partibly.* In soul, however, there is the same thing, 
but it has not a partible subsistence. But it is 
said to be distributed into parts, because it exists 
everywhere. We shall therefore speak of these 
things from the beginning, investigating whether 
we may obtain any clear and credible information, 
how soul, being incorporeal and without magnitude, 
is able to proceed into a most abundant diffusion, 
whether this takes place prior to bodies, or in bo- 
dies. Perhaps, however, if it shall appear that it 
is able to do this prior to bodies, we may easily 
admit that a thing of this kind may take place in 
bodies. 

2. There is, indeed, that which is a true all [or 
universe]; and of this all, the nature of that which 
is visible is an imitation. Hence that which is 
truly all, is not in any one thing ; for there is no- 
thing prior to it But that which is posterior to 
this, if it is to be in future, must necessarily exist 
in the all\. especially since it is suspended from it, 
and is not able without it, either to remain fixed, 
or to be moved. For if some one should establish 
in this allf that which is posterior to it, not con- 
ceiving that it subsists in it as in place, understand- 
ing by place, either the boundary of the containing 
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body, so far as it contains, or an interval prior to 
this, and which is of the nature of a vacuum, and 
which still exists, yet he must admit that the latter 
is, as it were, firmly fixed in the former, and is 
quiescent in it; the former being everywhere, and 
comprehending in itself the latter. If such a one, 
therefore, dismisses the appellation of place, he will 
apprehend by his reasoning power what is now 
said. This, however, is asserted, because that all 
which is the first and truly existing being, neither 
searches after place, nor, in short, subsists in a cer- 
tain thing. But since the whole is all, it is not pos- 
sible that it can by any means desert itself; for it 
fills itself and is equal to itself. Nor is that all an 
all pertaining to itself, [as if it were something dif- 
ferent from itself] ; for it is itself the all. In short, 
if anything is established in the ally being some- 
thing different from, it participates of and conspires 
in union with it It is also corroborated by it, not 
distributing it into parts ; but finding it in itself, it 
accedes to it; that to which it accedes not becom- 
ing external to itself. For it is not possible that 
being should exist in that which is non-being : but 
if non-being should exist in being, it would meet 
with the whole of being; since it is impossible that 
being should be divulsed from itself. When, also, 
it is said that being is everywhere, this signifies 
that it exists in being, and therefore in itself. Nor 
is it wonderful if that which is everywhere in being 
should also be in itself: for now that which is 
everywhere is in one. But we, conceiving that 
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b(&ing subsists in that which is s^sible, place also 
in sensibles that which is everywhere; and con- 
ceiving that which is sensible to possess great di* 
mensions, we are dubious how that nature [u e. true 
being] can be extended through such a vast bulk* 
This sensible bulk, however, which is said to be 
so great, is [in reality] small; but that which we 
conceive to be small, is [truly] great, if that which 
is [truly] a whole antecedently extends itself to 
every part Or, rather, this every way extended 
sensible bulk, acceding by its parts to real being, 
finds it everywhere to be a universal whole, and 
greater than itself. Hence, it exists in such a way 
that it cannot receive anything more by the exten- 
sion of itself, for if it could, it would become exter- 
nal to that which is [truly] all, and would wish to 
run round it. Not, however, being able to commit 
nor to insert itself within it, it is satisfied with the 
possession of place, and with an order in which its 
approximation to true being may be preserved; 
true being at the same time being present, and yet 
not present with it Foi* true being is in itself, 
though a certain thing should wish to be present 
with it. And here, indeed, the body of the qnir 
verse recurring to it, finds that which is truly all^ 
so that there is no necessity for it to proceed 
further, but to revolve in it, timt being everything 
in which it revolves, and the whole of which it re- 
ceives according to every part of itself* For if true 
being was in place, it would be requisite to proceed 
thither, and in a direct path, and [for the body of 
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the universe] in one part of itself to come into con" 
tact with another part of it ; and to be [necessarily/] 
more remote from, or nearer to it, [If, however, 
neither remoteness nor nearness can exist with re« 
spect to true being ^], it is necessary that the whole 
of it should be present, if it is present And, in 
short, it is wholly present with each of those things 
with respect to which it is neither remote nor near, 
but is received by whatever is able to receive it. 

3. Shall we say, therefore, that true being is 
present [with that by which it is received] ? Or 
that it indeed abides in itself, but that powers pro- 
ceed from it to all things, and thus it may be said 
that it is everywhere? For some persons assert 
that souls are emissions [from truly existing being] ; 
so that it indeed is established in itself, but souls 
which proceed from it become animals of different 
species. Or may it not be said^ that in those na- 
tures in which one thing only pertaining to true 
being is received, because they cannot preserve the 
whole of its essence in themselves, in these a cer- 
tain power of it is present with that with which it 
is present? Yet this does not take place, as if true 
being itself was not entirely present; since then 
also it is not separated from that power of itself 

* It appears from the yersion of Ficinus, Uiat Uie Greek of the 
words within ihe brackets is wanting in the original, and that also 
in what immediately precedes these words, it is requisite to supply 
the word afwytt^ttf, necessarily. Hence, instead of xm Mtu r9 va^tf 
»tu tyyviiVy avayxti ikov ira^uveu UTt^ trtt^i^rt, it is requisite to read, 
xm UMM »»»y»at$tt ti tr«^^« xcu tyyuin, u ^ fAn Sf r§ ito(^»t, f*n It «*« 
tyytihf UMi, x.r. X. 
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which it imparts to the recipient of it; but that 
which receives, derives the quantity of what it re- 
ceives from the whole being present. Where, how- 
ever, all the powers of true being are imparted, it 
is then clearly present, though at the same time 
having a separate subsistence. For if it should 
become the form of that which receives it, it would 
cease to be [truly] all, nor would it be everywhere 
in itself; but it would subsist from accident, and 
would pertain to another thing. As, however, it 
does not belong to anything which may wish to 
receive it, as far as it is able, it approximates to 
that which has this wish, not becoming anything 
belonging to it, or to any other thing, but it is pre- 
sent through the desire of that which wishes to 
receive it. It is not, therefore, by any means won- 
derful that it should thus be in all things, because, 
again, it is in no one of them in such a manner as 
to be something pertaining to them. On this ac- 
count, also, perhaps it is not absurd to say that 
soul thus according to accident sympathizes with 
body, if it is to be also asserted of soul, that it is 
itself in itself, neither becoming anything belong- 
ing to. matter nor to body; but every body, ac- 
cording to the whole of itself, is as it were illumi- 
nated [by soulj. But it ought not to seem wonderful 
if true being not existing in place, is present with 
everything which is in place. For, on the contrary, 
it would be wonderful, and besides being wonder- 
ful, it would be impossible, if it also having an ap- 
propriate place, should be present to another thing 
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which is in place, or should be at all present, and 
present in such a way as we have mentioned. Now, 
however, reason asserts that, since it is not allotted 
a place, it must necessarily be wholly present with 
whatever it is present. But being present with the 
universe, it is also present as a whole with every- 
thing which it contains. F'or if this is not admitted, 
one thing belonging to it must be here, and another 
there, so that it will be partible and a body. But 
how will you divide it? Will you distribute the 
life of it into parts? If, however, the whole is life 
[or life is the result of the whole], die part will not 
be life. But if you divide the intellect of it, so that 
this part of it may be in one thing, and that in 
another, in this case, in the same manner as with 
respect to the life of it, neither of the parts will be 
intellect. Will you, therefore, divide the being of 
it? But thtis the part will be non-being, if the 
whole is being. What, therefore, if some one 
should say that body when divided has parts which 
are bodies ? In answer to this we reply, that the 
division in this case is not that of body, but of a 
body of a certain magnitude. And every body is 
said to be what it is, so far as it is body, through 
form. But this has not a certain quantity, nor 
indeed any quantity at all. 

4. How, therefore, [if this be the case,] can we 
speak of being and beings, and of many intellects 
and many souls, if [real] being is everywhere one, 
and this not as if it were of a similar species? 
And how can we say that there is one intellect and 
c 
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one soul, though there is one soul of the universe, 
and others besides this ? For these assertions ap- 
pear to testify against what we have said, which, 
though they may. possess a certain necessity, yet 
are not capable of producing persuasion, the soul 
conceiving it to be incredible that one thing should 
thus be everywhere the same. For periiaps it is 
better to divide the whole in such a way that 
there may be no diminution in that from which the 
distribution into parts is effected ; or rather, that 
we may speak more accurately, something is emitted 
from it, while at the same time it abides in itself; 
but the parts which are, as it were, generated from 
it, are souls filling all things with themselves. If, 
however, it appears paradoxical that true being 
abiding in itself is everywhere at once wholly 
present, this will also be the case with respect to 
souls. For unless this is admitted, souls will not 
be totally present with the whole of bodies; but 
they will either be distributed into parts^ or if they 
remain as wholes, they will impart a power of 
themselves to bodies. But with respect to the 
powers which they impart, the same doubt still 
remains, viz. whether the whole is everywhere pre- 
sent. And besides this, one part of the body will 
possess soul [totally], but another a power of it 
only. It is, hoivever, requisite to investigate how 
there are many souls and many intellects, and how 
there is one being and there are also many bdngs. 
Things, also, which proceed from natures prior to 
themselves, being numbers and not magnitudes, in 
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a similar manner produce a doubt as to the man- 
ner in which they fill the universe. Nothing, 
therefore, thus proceeding from multitude, will be 
found by us sufficient tp solve the doubt, since we 
also grant that being is multitudinous through dif* 
ference, but not through place. For at one and 
the same time it is being, and is thus multitudi- 
nous ; since [as Parmenides says *] being approxi- 
mates to being. It is likewise all things at once. 
Intellect also is manifold through difference, but 
not through place ; since every intellect has a si- 
multaneous subsistence. Shall we say, therefore, 
that souls also thus subsist? Perhaps we must ad- 
mit that this likewise must be the case with souls. 
For that which is said to be partible about bodies, 
is of an impartible nature; but bodies possessing 
magnitude have this nature of soul present with 
them. Or, rather, bodies being produced by soul, 
the nature of soul appears to be present with every 
part of them, so far as they are distributed into 
parts. And thus it causes us to think that soul 
itself is divisible about bodies. For it is not dir 
vided in conjunction with the parts of bodies ; but 
being everywhere wholly present, the unity and 
true imi3artibility of its nature becomes manifest to 
us. That Aere is one soul, therefore, does not 

* The words §ts o Ua^tptifis ^n^t are omitted in the originaly but 
ought to be inserted, as is eyident from the venMs •£ Parmenides 
cited by Simplidus in his Commentary on the First Book of Ari- 
stotle's Physics. Fictniift also in hi* verdon has **fit Fanntnidet 

C2 
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subvert the subsistence of many souls; as neither 
does the (existence of being subvert the existence of 
beings; nor is the multitude which is there hostile 
to unity ; nor is it necessary that bodies should be 
filled with life through multitude. In like manner, 
neither* is it proper to think that the multitude of 
souls is produced on account of the magnitude of 
body ; but it is necessary to believe that prior to 
bodies there are many souls, and .one soul [from 
which the many proceed]. For in the soul which 
ranks as a whole the many now subsist, not in capa- 
city, but in energy. For neither does the one total 
soul impede the subsistence of many souls in itself, 
nor^ do many souls exclude the subsistence of one 
soul. For they are distinct from each other, but 
without interval ; and they are present with each 
other without any vestige of alienation, since they 
are not separated from each other by boundaries^. 
But they subsist in the same manner as many 
sciences exist in one soul. And the nature of the 
one [total] soul is such, that it contains all souls in 
itself. So infinite is such a nature as this. 

5. Hence the magnitude of it must be considered 
as not subsisting in bulk. For this is small, pro- 
ceeding into nothing, if some one takes away any- 
thing from it. But there [f . e. in true being] it is 
not possible to take away anything, nor, if you 

* For «crr« here, it is necessary to read wru 
^ Here, likewise, for aurv^ it is requisite to read avti. 
^ For Tti^n in this place, it is necessary to read rifMriv. Fi- 
cinus also has " terndnU. *' 
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could abstract anything from it, would it be de» 
ficient. But if it cannot be deficient, there is no 
occasion to fear that it will ever be absent from 
anything. For how can it be absent, since it is 
never-failing, and is an eternal, unflowing nature ? 
For if it had a flowing essence, it would proceed as 
far as it was able to flow. But it does not flow, 
since there is not any place to which it can flow; 
For it comprehends all things, or, rather, it is itself 
the allf and is something [far] greater than a cor- 
poreal nature. For it may reasonably be thought 
to be a small thing to impart to the universe only 
as much as it is able to receive. But it is neces- 
sary to assert that there is nothing diminutive in 
true being, nor must it be considered as less than 
another thing in bulk. For in this case we should 
be induced to believe that, being of a less magni- 
tude, it would not be able to proceed through the 
whole of that by which it was surpassed in bulk. 
But, indeed, that which is less is not to be predi- 
cated of true being. Nor is bulk to be ascribed 
to it, as if it admitted of a measure which might 
be compared With another bulk. For this would 
be just the same as if some one should say that 
the medical art is less than the body of the phy- 
sician. Nor, again, must it be thought that true 
being is greater according to the measure of 
quantity; since neither in soul does the great and 
the greater subsist according to the quantity of 
body. But the magnitude of soul is testified by 
this, that when the bulk becomes greater, the 
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same soifl diffuses itself through the whole of it, 
which prior to this was in a less bulk. For it would 
be extremely ridiculous in any one who should 
ascribe bulk to soul. 

6. What, then, does not body accede to some* 
thing different from itself? May we not say, that 
it is necessary it should accede if it is able; but 
that acceding and receiving it possesses what it 
receives? What, then, has a different body the 
same [total] soul, at the same time possessing its 
own proper soul? For what difference will there 
be ? May it not be said that they will differ by 
additions ? In the next place, it may be asked, 
if we admit that there is the same soul in the foot 
and the hand, must we not also admit that the soul 
which is in one part of the universe, is the same 
with that which is in another part of it? But if 
the senses are different, the incidental passions 
«lso must be said to be different The things, 
therefore, of which a judgement is formed are dif- 
ferent, but that which judges is not different But 
it is the same judge which forms a judgement in 
different passions, although that which suffers is 
not the judge. For the passion pertains to the na- 
ture of body possessing a certain quality. This, 
however, is just the same as if any one of us should 
form a judgement of the pleasure which is about 
the finger, and of the pain about the head. Why, 
therefore, does not the one soul perceive at the 
same time the judgement of the other? May it 
not be said, that it is because it is judgement, and 
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not passion ? In the next place, neither does the 
power which judges say I have judged, but it judges 
only; since neither does our sight announce what 
it sees to the hearing, though both these senses 
have a judiciary power. But this is the province 
of ratiocination, which presides over both. Fre- 
quently, likewise, the reasoning power knows the 
judgement which is in another thing, and has a 
perception of the passion [or passive affection] 
which is in it. Of this, however, we have spoken 
elsewhere. 

7. But again, we ask, how is the same thing in 
nil things? This, however, is just the same as. if 
we inquired, how each of the multit|ide of sen- 
sibles which are situated* in many places is not 
deprived of the nature of the same thing. For from 
what has been said, it would be'erroneous to distri- 
bute, true being into a multitude of particulars ; but 
it is ratjier requisite to collect many divided par- 
ticulars into one, and this a one which does not 
proceed into the many. These, however, because 
they have a dispersed subsistence, produce in us an 
opinion that true being also is distributed into 
parts; just as if some one should divide that which 
predominates over and contains another thing, into 
parts equal to those of the thing contained, though 
the hand can contain the whole of a body which is 
many cubits in length, and something else besides 
this. The power also of that which contains is in 

* For Mu/itf$f here, it U necessary to read »ufMfm»f confonnably to 
tbe Tersion of Ficinus. 
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every part of that which is contained, but it is not 
at the same time distributed into parts equal to 
those of the thing contained in the hand ; though 
it appears, that so far as the hand comes into con- 
tact with that which it contains, so far the power of 
it is circumscribed. At the same time, however, 
the hand is bounded by its own quantity, and not 
by the quantity of the body which is suspended 
from and held by it. If, also, you add to the body 
contained by the hand a body of another length, 
the weight, of which the hand is likewise able 
to bear, the power of the hand will predominate 
over this additional weight, without being divided 
into as many parts as those of the body of this 
weight. What then ? If some one should suppose 
the corporeal bulk of the hand to be withdrawn, 
and that the sustaining power of it still remained 
the same, and which prior to the body which it 
held was in the hand, would not the same im- 
partible power be similarly in the whole weight, 
and this according to every part of it? Besides, if 
you make a certain small luminous corpuscle to be, 
as it were, a centre, and place round it another 
greater spherical diaphanous body, so that the 
light of the internal corpuscle may transmit its 
splendour through the whole of the surrounding 
sphere, there being nothing of a luminous nature 
external to this sphere"; must we not say that in 

' The original of the latter part of this sentence is, w» wms «X. 
Xtf^cy etvytit ru ilWcv. tyfufi et^ *v, ».r.A. But the period should ob- 
Tiously be at cyxy, and not at i^w^ii*. It is singular that Ficinus 
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this case the internal light suffers nothing, but being 
itself fixed, proceeds through the whole of the ex- 
ternal bulk, and that the light which is there seen 
in the corpuscle, comprehends that which is ex- 
ternal to it? The light, however, was not derived 
from the corporeal bulk of that centre*. For it did 
not possess light so far as it was a body, but so far 
as it was a luminous body, and this through another 
power, which is incorporeal. If, therefore, some 
one should withdraw the bulk of the body, at the 
same time preserving the power of the light, would 
you any longer be able to say where the light is 
situated? Or would it not equally be both inter- 
nal^, and diffused through the whole of the ex- 
ternal sphere? Neither would you any longer be 
able to determine where prior to this it was situ- 
ated; nor to say whence it was derived, or whither it 
is gone. But respecting this you would be dubious, 
and would consider it as a wonderful thing. At the 
same time, if you looked intently, you would per- 
ceive the light diffused through the different parts 
of the spherical body. Thus also with respect to 
the sun, you are able to say whence the light pro- 
ceeds which illuminates the whole air when you 
look to the body of the sun ; but at the same time 
you see the same light everywhere, undistributed 

should have translated moynt in this passage as if it was av ytis. For 
his version is, *' ubi non sit aliunde terra externa moli." 

a For fu»fi»y in this place, which is evidently erroneous, it is re- 
quisite to read, conformably to the version of Ficinus, tttrr^w, 

^ Here, immediately after n tin^s m* un in the original, it is ne- 
cessary to add, tvhv »«/. Ficinus also has **el irUus,** 
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into parts. This is evident from the diffusion of 
its rays, which illuminate from no other place than 
that from whence they flow, and this without any 
diminution or separation from their source. If, 
therefore, the sun was alone a power separated 
from body, and diffused its light, it would not pro- 
ceed from this or that place, nor would you be 
able to say whence it was derived, but there would 
be everywhere one and the same light, neither rising 
into existence, nor having any principle whence it 
was derived. 

8. Since light, however, is something corporeal, 
you can say whence it came, because you can also 
indicate the body from whence it proceeded. But 
if there is something which is immaterial, and which 
is wholly unindigent of body, being naturally prior 
to all body, and itself established in itself, or rather 
not being in want of an establishment of this kind, 
—such a nature as this, not having any beginning 
of its existence, nor proceeding from a certain 
place, nor pertaining to a certain body, how is it 
possible you can say that one thing belonging to it 
is here, and another there ? For thus it would have 
that from whence it originated, and would pertain 
to something else. It remains^, therefore, to as- 
sert, that if anything participates of it, it entirely 
participates of it through the power of the whole, 
that which is participated neither becoming parti'- 
ble, or anything else. For to that which has a body, 

* For Xi^fTM here* it is necessary to read Ai4flrir«/, and this emen- 
dation is confirmed by the version of Fichitis., 
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passivity, though it may be accidental, will pertain; 
and on this account it may be said to be passive 
and partible, since it is something belonging to 
body, such as passion or [corporeal] form. But 
with respect to that which does not at all pertain 
to body, but is such that body wishes to belong to 
it, it is necessary that it should in no respect suffer 
the other passions of bo^, and that it should not 
be possible for it to be distributed into parts. For 
this is a property, and primarily a passion of body, 
so far as it is body. If, therefore, so far as it is 
body, it is partible, it follows that so far as it is not 
body it is impartible. For how can you distribute 
into parts that which has no magnitude ? Hence, 
if that which has magnitude participates in a cer- 
tain respect of that which has not magnitude, that 
which it participates will be received by it indivi- 
sibly. Or, again, if it were not so, that which it 
participates would have magnitude. When, there- 
fore, you say, that there is one thing in many, you 
do not also say that the one thing becomes many^ 
but you adapt to that one the passion of the many,- 
perceiving it to be in many things at one and the 
same time. The one, however, in the many is to 
be assumed in such a way, as that it neither be- 
comes one nor all of the many, but it is what it is 
independently of its participants. But, subsisting 
from itself, it never deserts itself [or admits of any 
defect]. Nor, again, is it as great in quantity as 
the sensible universe, or as some part of it ; for^ in 
short, it is devoid of quantity. How, therefore, can 
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it be of a certain magnitude ? for this is the pro- 
perty of body. But it is by no means proper to 
adapt quantity to that which is not body, but is 
[entirely] of a different nature. Nor is it endued 
with a certain quality. Hence neither does it sub- 
sist in place ; nor can it be said that it is here and 
there. For thus it would be frequently somewhere. 
If, therefore, a distribution into parts pertains to 
places, when one thing belonging to it is here, but 
another there, how is it possible that partibility 
can belong to the nature which has not a subsist- 
ence somewhere? Hence it is necessary that such 
a nature as this should be impartible [abiding] 
with itself, though^ many things aspiring after, 
partake of it. Hence, if many things aspire after 
it, it is evident that they desire to participate of the 
whole of it; so that if they are able to receive it, 
as far as they are able they receive the whole of it. 
It is necessary, therefore, that the natures which 
participate of it should possess it in such a way as 
if they did not partake of it, since the peculiarity 
*of it does not become the peculiarity of any other 
thing than itself. For thus it will abide a whole in 
itself, and will be a whole in the things in which it 
is perceived to exist. For unless it was received as 
a whole, it would not be what it is, nor would 
things participate of that after which they aspire, 
but they would partake of something else, which 
was not the object of their desire. 

" For xarm in this place, it is necessary to read km ru. The ver- 
sion of Ficinus also has rightly <' quamvis,** 
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9. Indeed if true being was received partibly, 
yet so as that every part of it should be, as it were, 
a whole, and each part by which it is received 
should be such as the whole from which it is sepa- 
rated, there would be many primary things, and 
each would be a first And in the next place, 
with respect to these many first things, what will 
it be which separates them, so as that all of them 
should not be simultaneously one thing? For they 
are not separated by their bodies ; since it is not 
possible that these first things should pertain to 
bodies, in consequence of their being similar to 
that first thing from Avhich they were derived. But 
if the things which are said to be parts in the 
many are powers of true being, in the first place, 
each will not be a whole; and, in the next place, 
how will they proceed, divided from, and relin^ 
quishing their source ? For if they leave it, it is 
evident that when they leave it they proceed else- 
where. Further still, are the powers which are 
produced here in a sensible nature, in true be- 
ing or not? For it is absurd to admit that true 
being is diminished, and becomes powerless, in 
consequence of being deprived of the powers which 
it previously possessed. Again, how is it possible 
that powers can be separated from their essences ? 
But if the powers are in true being, and also else-^ 
where, either the wholes or parts of them will be 
here. If, however, parts of them are here, what 
is left will be parts. But if the wholes, they will 
either be such as are there, and they will also sub- 
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sist here undistributed into parts ; and, again, the 
same thing will be everywhere undivided. Or these 
powers severally form the whole, in consequence 
of becoming many, each of them being a whole, 
and similar to each other; so that together with 
each essence, there will alone be one power sub- 
sisting with that essence, but the rest will only be 
powers. It is, however, impossible that essence 
should be without power, or power without es- 
sence. For the power which is there is hypostasis 
and an essence which [in reality] is greater than 
essence. But if there are powers different from 
these, as being less and obscure, proceeding from 
thence like one light from another, an obscure 
splendour from one that is more luminous, in this 
case essences also will be conjoined with these 
powers, lest power should subsist without essence. 
And in the first place, indeed, in such-like powers, 
which are entirely of a similar form with each 
other, it is necessary to admit that there is the 
same essence everywhere, or if not everywhere, it 
must, however, be granted, that the same whole 
essence is everywhere without a distribution into 
parts, as if it were in one and the same body. But 
if this be the case, why may it not be admitted that 
the like takes place in die whole universe? If, 
however, each power may be infinitely divided, it 
will no longer be a whole, but will become pow^> 
less through partibility. In the nei^t place, since 
Uiere will be a different power in difl&rent parts, 
no cosensation will be left. To which may be 
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added, that if this is effected in the same manner 
as if the resemblance of a certain thing, such as a 
more imbecile light, should be segregated from that 
from which it originates, it will no longer have an 
existence. And, in short, everything which has 
its subsistence from another thing, so as to be the 
image of it, can no longer exist when separated 
from it* But this being admitted, neither can these 
powers, which proceed from true being, have any 
subsistence when cut off from it. Hence, wherever 
these powers are, there also will that at the same 
time be from which they were generated; so that 
again it will be simultaneously everywhere an un* 
divided whole. 

10. If, however, some one should say it is ne- 
cessary that the image should be suspended from 
its archetype ; — ^for' it is possible for an image to 
exist when the archetype from which it was derived 
is absent ; since when fire is absent, heat still exists 
in that which is heated ; — ^in the first place, with 
respect to the archetype and the image, we reply, 
that if the image made by a painter is adduced, 
we say that it is not the archetjrpe but the painter 
which makes the image, and this is not the image 
of the painter. For though some one should paint 
himself, that which paints is neither the body of 
the painter, nor the form which the picture imi- 
tates, nor [properly speaking] the painter himself; 
but it must be said, that a certain position of eo- 
lours produces a certain image. Besides, in this 
instance, the production of an image and a resem- 
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blakice is not properly introduced ; for it ought 
rather to have been such as that of an image in 
water, in mirrors, or in shadows. For here a si- 
militude to that which is prior to the image pro- 
perly subsists, and is produced by it, nor can the 
image subsist when separated from its producing 
cause. But after this manner it is said that more 
imbecile powers are generated from powers which 
have a prior subsistence. With respect, however, 
to the objection concerning fire, we reply, that heat 
is not an image of fire^ unless it should be said that 
fire also is in heat. For if this should be assert- 
ed, he who says this, will not thus separate heat 
from fire. And, in the next place, the heated 
body, though not immediately, yet shortly after be- 
comes cold, in consequence of the fire departing 
from it. But if it should be said that these powers 
[which proceed into the sensible universe from 
true being,] are extinguished, in the first place, 
those who thus speak, assert, that there is only 
one thing incorruptible, but they make souls and 
intellect to be corruptible. And, in the next place, 
they assert that from an uriflowing essence, flowing 
natures proceed, though if the sun were fixed, it 
would always impart the same light to the same 
places. If, however, some one should say that 
[accurately speaking] the same light is not im- 
parted, he may be induced from this to believe 
that the body of the sun [continually] flows. But 
that the natures which proceed from true being 
are not corruptible, and that soiils and every in- 
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tellect are immortal, has been elsewhere copiously 
demonstrated by us to be trueS 

1 1. Why, however, if true being is everywhere 
totally present, do not all things receive the whole 
of the intelligible world ? ^How, also, is one thing 
there first, but another second, and other things 
after this in a consequent order ? May it not be said 
that true being is more present with that which is 
more adapted to receive it, and that the charac- 
teristic property of being is everywhere, never de- 
serting itself; but that whatever is capable of being 
present with it, is present, [and participates of 
it,] and that it is more or less present with, in pro- 
portion to its ability of more or less receiving it. 
It is not, however, locally present, but in such a 
way as that which is diaphanous is present with 
light^ ; for light is participated in a different man- 
ner by a body whose parts are in a turbulent state. 
In true being also, things which have a first, se- 
cond, and third rank, are distinguished from each 
other by order, power, and differences, but not by 

* In the original, «XX' trt fitf fm {pfiet^rm r» *et( $ttunv, mfiavmrM ^t 
tuu au ^u^«i »«u vws vets iv »XXots ^ta vX.uof»tf u^rat. But Ficinus*8 
version of this passage is both erroneous and defective. For it is, 
" Quod autem qus k mundo immortales, alibi quoque est ex plu- 
ribus confirmatum.** Here that it is defective is obvious, as he has 
not translated the words x«u at ^vx»t *•* pwt irctg. And that it is 
erroneous is also evident, by his translating rm ira{ txuftVf *^k 
mundo," unless we suppose that he originaUy wrote d miindo in- 
tettigibiU, For the intelligible world is true beijig, 

** In the original, m§9 ry ^ttrt r« ^ot^Myt; : but it is requisite to 
read «XX* «m» ry ^ttrt, x.r.\. The version of Ficinus also is, "ted 
quemadmodum perspicuum corpus,** &c. 
I) 
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places. For nothing prevents things which are dif- 
ferent from having a simultaneous subsistence, such 
as soul^ intellect, and all the sciences^, both those 
that are superior and those that are subordinate ; 
since with respect to the same apple**, the sight, 
indeed, perceives the colour, but the smell the fra* 
grance, and another sense perceives another pro- 
perty of it, though all these properties have a 
simultaneous subsistence, and ar« not separated 
from each other. Shall we say, therefore, that 
true being is various and manifold? Or must we 
not admit that it is various, but yet simple, and 
that the many which it contains are one? For it is 
one productive principle, and is at the same time 
multitudinous. Every true being likewise is one. 
For that which is different in it, and difference, 
are from itself; since its difference is not from non- 
being. Being, likewise, is not separated from the 
one^ so that wherever being is, ike one is present 
with it; and again, the one being abides in itself. 
For it is possible for one thing to be present with 
another, though it has a subsistence separate from 
it. Such sensible natures, however, as are present 
with intelligibles, are present with them after a 
different manner from that in which intelligibles 
are present with them ; since also body is in one 

* In the original in this place ttrt^rnfucf is omitted ; but both the 
sense and the version of Fidnns require its insertion. 

** Here too, in the original, immediately after mm mtr* rw mvrw, 
it is necessary to add /muXm;, firom the version of Ficinu% which is, 
*' quoniam et circa pomum idem," 8te, 
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way present with soul, and science in another. 
One science, likewise, is present with another, each 
at the same time existing in the same thing. But 
one body is present with another in a way different 
from these. 

12. Frequently a voice proceeds through the 
air, and words are uttered by the voice, which the 
ear being present receives, and also perceives ; and 
if, when the air is tranquil, you conceive another 
ear to be placed in another part of the same re« 
gion, the words and the voice will also accede to 
this other ear, or rather, the ear will accede to the 
words. , Many eyes, also, look to the same thing, 
and all of them are filled with the vision of it, 
though the object to which their sight is directed 
subsists in a definite place. The perception, how- 
ever, is diflerent, because one thing is perceived by 
the eye, but another by the. ear. Thus, also, that 
which is able to receive soul, receives it ; and again, 
another and another thing receives it from the 
same source. But voice is everywhere diffused 
throngh the air, not being one voice distributed 
into parts, but one voice everywhere a whole. If 
the air, also, receives passively the object of sight, it 
receives the form of it in an undistributed manner. 
For wherever the sight extends itself, there it re- 
ceives the form. Every opinion, however, does not 
admit this to be true. But it has been asserted by 
us in order to show that the participation is from 
one and the same thing. That which takes place, 
however, in voice, more manifestly confirms what 
D 2 
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we assert, viz. that the whole form of what is said 
is in the whole air. For every one would not hear 
the same words, unless the whole of that which 
was enunciated by the voice was everywhere, and 
every auditory sense similarly received the whole of 
what was uttered. If, therefore, the whole voice is 
not so extended through the whole air as that dif- 
ferent parts of it are conjoined with different parts 
of the air, and the parts of the one are not con- 
distributed with the parts of the other, what occa- 
sion is there to disbelieve the assertion, that there 
is one soul which is extended through all things 
without being condistributed with them, and which 
is everywhere wholly present without any sepa- 
ration into parts ? When, likewise, it is extended 
through bodies, it is analogous to the above-men* 
tioned instance of voice diffused through the air. 
But when it subsists prior to bodies, it has a simi- 
litude to that which calls, and is about to call; 
though even when it is inherent in body, it does 
not cease to have a subsistence conformable to that 
which calls, and which has a voice and imparts it. 
The particulars, however, which pertain to voice, 
are not the same as those things with reference to 
which they were introduced, but they have a cer- 
tain similitude to them. With respect to soul, 
however, as it has a different nature, it is necessary 
to assume that k is not partly in body and partly 
in itself, but that the whole of it is in itself, and is 
again apparent in many things. Something else 
also accedes to the reception of that which soul 
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occultly possesses, and which takes place in other 
recipients of it. For soul is not previously pre- 
pared^ in such a way, that a part of it situated in 
a certain place accedes to a certain thing, but that 
which is said to accede was in everything, because 
it was in itself. And though it appears to accede 
to things in the sensible universe, it nevertheless is 
in itself. For how can it proceed to things which 
are here. If, therefore, soul does not accede, but 
appears to be now present, and is present in such 
a way that it does not wait for a participant, it is 
evident that, abiding in itself, it is present with its 
participant. But if this be the case, the partici- 
papt accedes to it. Hence body being external to 
truly existing being, accedes to it, and thus becomes 
situated in the world of life. The world of life, 
however, subsists in itself. And the whole world 
of life is in itself, not being distributed into the 
bulk of the body of the universe which receives it. 
For it is not bulk. That also which accedes to it, 
does not accede to bulk. It participates, therefore, 
of it, yet not of a part but** of the whole. And 

a In the ori^nal, »vit ya^ •vrm ftfttirufiut^rt a^rt fiu^»f avmt «)i 
HUfAtv&f uf T»vr» tXfiuv, ».r.A.. But Ficinus has in this passage evi- 
dently mistaken the meaning of Flotinus. For his version is, ** Non 
enim sic prsparata res est, ut pars animae hie posita ad hoc accede- 
ret.'* For Flotinus is here speaking of soul, and not of the thing 
-which is prepared to receive it. 

' ^ In the original, /»inX«Cf y «^« tturttf, tu ft,i^»s «A.«t>. The sense, 
however, requires that for w fn^n «A.«t;, we should read «» ^i(0f, «AA* 
•Xw, Ficinus also has, conformably to this emendation, " Parti- 
ceps igitur ipsius evasit, non partis quidem alicujus, ted toHu»,** 
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though something else also should accede to a 
world of this kind, yet it becomes a participant of 
the whole of it. Hence it will be received as a 
whole by each of these ; and therefore it will be 
everywhere one in number, not distributed into 
parts, but will be wholly [present with that which 
receives it]. 

13. Whence, therefore, is the extension derived 
which pervades all heaven and all animals? Or 
must it not be said, that the world of life is not 
extended? If we attend, indeed, to the infor- 
mation of the senses, we shall disbelieve in what 
has been said. For it will say that truly existing 
being is locally present. Reason, however, says, 
that though true being is present in different 
places, yet this is without extension. But every- 
thing which is extended participates of it, at the 
same time itself being without interval. If, there- 
fore, anything participates of a certain thing, it is 
evident that it does not participate of itself; for 
otherwise, it would not be a participant, but would 
be that thing itself* Hence it is necessary that 
body should participate of a certain thing, but 
should not participate of body ; for it already pos- 
sesses it. Body, therefore, does not participate of 
body ; and hence, neither will magnitude partici- 
pate of magnitude ; since it now possesses it« For 
neither if that which was previously magnitude 
should receive an addition, would it participate of 
magnitude. For two cubits do not become three 
cubits ; but the subject possessing one quantity re- 
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ceives another; since if this were not admitted, 
two things would be three. If, therefore, that 
which is distributed into parts, and extended into 
a certain quantity, participates of another genus, 
or, in short, of another thing, it is necessary that 
the nature of which it participates should neither 
be distributed into parts, nor be extended, nor, in 
short, be a certain quantity. Hence, it is neces- 
sary that the nature which is everywhere totally 
present should be everywhere impartibly present. 
The impartibility, however, of it is not such as that 
of a thing which is small ; for thus it would be 
nevertheless partible, and would not be adapted to 
the whole of its impartible self. Nor is it increased 
when present with that which is increased. Nor is 
the impartibility of it such as that of a point. For 
a corporeal mass is not one point, since it contains 
infinite points [in capacity]. Hence [if the im- 
partibility of true being was like that of a point], 
that which is everywhere impartibly present, will 
be infinite points [in energy], and therefore will 
not be continuous *, and consequently will not be 
adapted to that which is a whole. If, therefore, 
the whole corporeal mass possesses true being, it 
will possess the whole of it according to all its 
parts. 

14. But if the same soul is everywhere, how 

* For infinite points in energy must exist separate from each 
other, and therefore wiU not be amtinuout. To which may be 
added, that infinite points can only have a subsistence in cajtaciiy 
(» iuHtftu), but not in energy (wcyuf). 
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are there particular souls ? And how is one soul 
good, but another evil ? May we not say, that it 
is sufficient to each truly existing being that it 
possesses all souls, and all intellects ? For it is one 
and infinite, and all things subsisting together at 
once. It likewise possesses each thing distinctly^ 
yet not so as for one thing to be actually separated 
from another. For how in this case could it be in- 
finite? Or may it not be said that it possesses all 
things simultaneously, every life, every soul, and 
every intellect, and that these are not separated 
from each other by boundaries; on which account 
also they are one ? For it is not proper that truly 
existing being should possess one [definite] life 
only, but that it should possess a life which is in- 
finite, and which, again, is one. The one life, like- 
wise, is one in such a way, that it is at the same 
time all lives, not heaped up together into one, but 
beginning from one, and these abiding whence they 
began. Or we should rather say that they did not 
begin, but always subsisted after this manner. For 
nothing is there which is in generation, or becom- 
ing to be. Hence neither is anything there distri- 
buted into parts, but it appears to be divided by 
that which receives it. That, however, which ex- 
ists there [/. e. in true being] is from an ancient 
subsistence and from the beginning. But that 
which is in generation approximates to, and ap- 
pears to be conjoined with it. And it is also sus- 
pended from it. But with respect to us, what are 
we? Are we truly-existing being? Or are we that 
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which approximates to it, and generated in time ? 
Or may we not say, that prior to ^his subsistence 
in becoming to be, we had a subsistence as men in 
true being, though different men from what we 
now are, and possessing a deiform nature^? We 
were likewise pure souls, and intellects conjoined 
with universal essence, being parts of the intelli- 
gible, not disjoined or separated from it, but per- 
taining to the whole of it. For neither are we now 
cut off from it. But even now, the man which is 
here wishing to be another [and better] man, ac- 
cedes to the man which is there, and which find- 
ing us, (for we were not external to the universe,) 
surrounds us with himself, and conjoins himself to 
that man which each of us then was. Just as. if one 
voice and one discourse existing, some one from a 
different place applying his ears, should hear and 
receive what was said, and should become in energy 
a certain hearing, in consequence of having that 
which energises present with itself. After the same 
manner we become both the man which is in the 
intelligible, and the man which is here. As long, 
also, as we continue to be what we were before, we 
are not different from man in the intelligible. But 
we then become different from it through that which 

* In the original, »m rtus mu ^t»t. But the ▼ersion of Ficinus 
has erroneously nothing more than *' alii quidam." For Plotinus 
is here speaking of human souls, when (according to Plato in the 
Phasdrus,) they ascend in conjunction with the mundane Gods to 
the survey of the supercelestial place. For such souls, as ranking 
among the divine-choir, are denominated by Plato in that Dialogue, 
Gods. 
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we afterwards add to it, the prior man [which we 
received from the intelligible world] being torpid, 
and being after another manner present with us. 

15. But how did that accede which Jias acceded? 
May we not say, that aptitude being present with 
it, it possesses that which it was adapted to possess? 
It was, however, so disposed as to be capable of 
receiving souL But this is eiFected in such a way 
that it does not receive the whole of the soul of the 
world, though the whole of it is present, yet not to 
the individual which participates of it* For thus, 
also, other animals and plants possess as much of 
soul as they are able to receive. Just as with re* 
spect to a voice signifying certain words, some 
things participate of the words as well as of the 
vocal sound, but others participate of the sound 
only, aud the aerial percussion. Animal, however, 
is generated, which has indeed soul present with 
it horn truly existing being, through which it is 
suspended from the whole of real being; body at 
the same time being present, not as a vacuum, nor 
as destitute of soul, but as that which prior to this 
was not situated in an inanimate nature, and which 
becomes, as it were, more proximate to soul, through 
its aptitude to receive it, and thus no longer becom- 
ing body only, but a living body, and through its 
vicinity, as it were, plucking as fruit a certain ves- 
tige of soul ; not in so doing receiving a part of 
soul, but a certain heat, as it were, or illumination, 
proceeding into it, and which is the source of the 
generation of its desires, pleasures, and pains. But 
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the body oF the animal now thus generated was 
not foreign [to the illuminations of soul]. The 
soul, indeed, derived from a divine nature, was 
quiet, being established in itself conformably to its 
own manner. Body, however, which is turbulent 
through its imbecility, and is continually flowing, 
and continually subject to the percussion of ex- 
terna) blows, first uttered obstreperous sounds in 
the common nature of the animal, and imparted 
its own tumult to the whole [composite of soul and 
body]. Just as if when a senate sitting and con*- 
sulting quietly [about public affairs], the disorderly 
multitude, asking for food and other things of which 
they are in want, should by their entrance throw 
the whole assembly into a disgraceful tumult. 
When, therefore, the uproar of the rabble ceasing, 
they listen to the arguments of some wise man in 
the senate, tliey become orderly, and the worst 
part of the community does not predominate; for 
if this were not the case, the rabble would have 
the supreme authority, that which is more excel- 
lent being quiescent, in consequence of the tumul- 
tuous vulgar not being able to receive the argu- 
ments of one wiser than themselves. And this is 
the evil of a city and a senate. This also is the 
depravity of man when he has predominating in 
himself the rabble of pleasures, desires, and fears ; 
such a man as this giving himself up to such a 
rabble. A man, however, of another description 
reduces into slavery this tumultuous rabble, recurs 
to the man which he formerly was, lives conform- 
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ably to him, and is that same man, imparting to 
body such things as he can impart to that which is 
different from himself. There is also a man of 
another character, who at one time lives the life of 
the above-mentioned man, and at another time 
lives differently, being a certain mixture from his 
own good, and an evil foreign to his nature. 

16. If, however, this nature cannot become evil, 
and this is the mode of the soul's proceeding into, 
and being present with body,^ what is the descent, 
and again the ascent of the soul in certain periods; 
and what, also, are its punishments, and its en* 
trances into the bodies of other animals ? For we 
have received these things from such of the an- 
cients as philosophized in the best manner about 
the soul; and with these it is fit that we should 
either accord, or should demonstrate that the pre- 
sent discussion is not dissonant with their asser- 
tions. Since, therefore, soul in the participation 
of it by these sensible natures does not" descend 
into them, and thus depart from itself, but the 
accession of soul to them consists in its being pre- 
sent with them, and they, in consequence of this, 
participating of it, hence it must be said that the 
nature of body is generated by soul, and thence 
participates of life and soul. And, in short, the 
descent of soul is not to be considered as locally 
effected, but as subsisting in such a way as is 

* In this place w» is omitted in the original ; but both the sense 
of the passage and the version of Ficinus require that it should be 
Inserted. 
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adapted to a communion of this kind. So that 
the descent of soul into body consists in its being 
inherent in body so far as it imparts something of 
itself to a corporeal nature^ without becoming a 
part of it. But for soul to depart from body, is 
for body to have no communication whatever with 
it;^ though at the same time an order of a commu* 
nion of this kind exists in the parts of the universe. 
It must also be said, that soul subsisting in the last 
intelligible place, frequently imparts something of 
itself to body, as having a power proximate to it, 
and from a law pertaining to a nature of this kind, 
being less extended [than an essence solely intel- 
lectual]. A communion, however, of this kind, 
and a liberation from it is good. But why is this 
the case? Because, though soul does not partake 
of the nature of body, yet when it is said to be in- 
timately connected with it, then instead of being 
universal it becomes partial. For its energy is no 
longer directed to the whole, though its energy is 
something belonging to the whole. Just as if he 
who possesses the whole of science should only 
energise according to some one of its theorems. 
The good, however, of one who is replete with 
scientific knowledge consists in energising, not ac- 
cording to a certain part of science, but according 
to the whole of it which he possesses. Soul, there- 
fore, being something pertaining to the whole of 
the intelligible world, and having concealed the 
part in the whole, leaps from the whole into the 
part, in consequence of that into which it intro- 
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duces its energy being a part Just as if fire, which 
is able to burn everything, should be compelled to 
burn a certain small material, though it possesses 
all possible caustic power. For each soul when 
entirely separated [from a corporeal nature] no 
longer ranks as an individual soul ; but when it is 
separated from the intelligible world, not locally 
but in energy, and^ becomes something particular, 
it is then a certain portion only of the universal, 
though at the same time after another manner it is 
universal. When, however, it does not preside over 
anything peculiarly, it is then entirely universal, as 
being then only in capacity a part. But with re- 
spect to the soul becoming situated in Hades, if 
this is for it to be in the invisible region, it signifies 
that it is separate from body; but if by Hades a 
certain inferior place is indicated, why is this won- 
derful ? For now our soul is said to be in the place 
in which the body exists. May it not, therefore, be 
said, that the soul is in Hades, when it is not se» 
parated from its image? For how is it possible that 
it should not be there where its image is? If, bow* 
ever, philosophy perfectly liberates the soul, the 
image alone departs into the subordinate place, but 
the soul subsists purely in the intelligible world, 
without having anything suspended^ from its es- 
sence. The image, therefore, is thus generated 

* MBi is wanting in the original, but the insertion of it is obn- 
ously necessary. 

^ For f^n^/MMv here, it is necessary to read, conformably to the 
abofe translation, tJ^tifrn/ttvtv, 
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from the soul, subsisting after the above-mentioned 
manner. But when the soul illuminates, as it were, 
the images by verging to that which is of a sub- 
ordinate nature, it then becomes contracted to the 
whole of the image ; nor does it then exist in energy, 
nor, again, does it perish. Thus much, however, 
may suffice respecting these things. Let us, there-* 
fore, again resume the discussion from the begin- 
ning. 



BOOK V. 



1. Common [or self-evident] conception says, 
that one and the same thing in number is every- 
where totally present, since all men assert, from the 
spontaneous motions of the soul, that in each of 
us Divinity is inherent as one and the same. And 
if some one should not inquire of them the mode in 
which Divinity is thus present with us, and should 
not wish to discuss their opinion by a reasoning 
process, they would also thus adopt the same opi- 
nion ; and by the discursive energy of reason in« 
ferring that this is true, would thus cease from any 
further investigation ; in a certain respect establish- 
ing their conceptions in one and the same thing, 

* For Mrrify in this place, it is requisite to read «vr«y. For JKo- 
tinns is here speaking of the soul with reference to the u^Xw, or 
image of it. Fidnus, therefore, was mistaken in translating this 
passage aa if Plodnua was speaking of the soul illuminating herteyf 
and not her MM^. For his fen&on is, « Sed cum ipsa velut in m 
refulget'* 
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and being unwilling to be divulsejl from this one- 
ness [and sameness]. This principle, also, is the 
most stable of all the enunciations of our soul, not^ 
being a conclusion by an induction from particu- 
lars, but proceeding from the soul prior to all par- 
ticulars, and being even prior to that principle 
which establishes and says that all things aspire 
after good. For thus, again, this principle will be 
true, if all things hasten to the oncj and are one, 
and the one is the object of their appetition. For 
this one proceeding into another part, as far as it 
is possible for it to proceed, may appear to be 
multitudinous, and [at the same time] in a certain 
respect one\ But the ancient nature, and the 
appetition of gbod which is spontaneous, lead to 
that which is truly one, and on account of this 
every nature hastens to itself. For the good to 
this one nature consists in belonging wholly to 
itself, and in being itself; but this is to be one* 
Thus, therefore, good may be also said to be ap- 
propriate and allied ; on which account, it is not 
requisite to seek for it externally. For where will 
it be, if it should fall external to being? Or how 
will any one be able to find it in non-entity ? It is, 
however, evident, that it is to be searched for in 
being, at the same time not being itself non-entity. 

A Both Uie sense and Uie version of Ficinus require that in this 
pUce, instead of n, in « i» tap? tuJttMfra, »*r.X., we should read ^«. 

^ Here, instead of »m ^rmt liv, it is necessary to read suu f» 
ir«f M«}. The version of Ficinus also has, <<et quodammodo unum 
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But if it is being ^, and subsists in being, in each 
thing it will be in itself. Hence we are not distant 
from being, but exist in it. Nor, again, is being 
distant from us. All beings, therefore, are one. 

2. Reason, however, endeavouring to investigate 
that of which we are speaking, does not in the in- 
quiry assume something which is one, but a certain 
thing which is distributed into parts, viz. the nature 
of bodies. Hence, receiving its principles from 
corporeal natures, it di$tributes them into parts, 
conceiving that essence [or truly existing being] is 
a thing of this kind. Hence, too, it becomes du* 
bious with respect to its unity, in consequence of 
not being impelled to make its investigation from 
appropriate principles. We, however, shall assume, 
in our discussion of that which is one and in every 
respect being, principles appropriate to a belief in 
its existence. But this is to assume intelligible 
principles of intelligibles, and such as adhere to 
truly existing essence. This sensible world, there- 
fore, is in a continual flux, receivelfe all-various mu- 
tations, and is distributed through all space. Hence 
it is proper to denominate it generation [or that 
which is becoming to be], and not essence [or 
truly existing being]. But true being is eternally 
without a distribution into parts ^, always possess- 

a Plotinus is here speaking of the esferUial one, which is being, 
and subsists in being, and not of the superetieniial one, or the in- 
effable principle of things. 

^ In the original, r« h w mu huXfifAfitvw. But immediately after 
«i«, it is necessary to insert «v, conformably to the above version. 
5<icinus also has rightly ** ipsum vero ens semper est indwiium,** 
E 
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ing an invariable sameness of subsistence, neither 
rising into existence, nor perishing, nor having 
any receptacle, or place, or seat; nor does it de- 
part elsewhere, nor again enter into something 
else, but abides in itself. Hence, when any one 
speaks of corporeal natures, he very properly rea- 
sons from a nature of this kind, and from things 
pertaining to it, forming, also, from what is adapted 
to it, appropriate syllogisms. When, however, some 
one reasons about intelligibles, if he rightly assumes 
the nature of the essence which he discusses, he 
will then properly frame the principles of his rea- 
soning, not latently deviating into another nature 
as if forgetful of the subject of his investigation, 
but from the nature itself of intelligibles surveying 
whatever pertains to it. For everywhere, that which 
a thing is, is said to be the principle of discussion 
to those who define in a proper manner. To these, 
also, the knowledge of many things which are ac- 
cidental is requisite. But in those natures in which 
everywhere all things subsist in that which they 
are [and not in anything extraneous to their es- 
sence,] — in those it is much more necessary to 
adhere to this principle, and to refer all things to 
this. 

3. If, therefore, this truly existing being pos- 
sesses an invariable sameness of subsistence, and 
does not itself depart from itself; and if, also, there 
is no generation whatever about it, and it cannot 
be said to be in place ; it necessarily follows, since 
it thus subsists, that it must always dwell with, and 
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never be distant from, itself, nor have something 
belonging to it in this, but something else in an- 
other place. Nor is it possible that anything be- 
longing to it can depart from it. For in this case 
it would now become situated in different things. 
And, in short, it would be in a certain thing, and 
not in itself, nor would it be impassive. For it 
would be passive if it subsisted in anything dif- 
ferent from itself. If, therefore, it is not distant 
from itself, nor distributed into parts, nor suffers 
any mutation in being simultaneously present in 
many things, it will be itself at the same time one 
whole ; and being everywhere the same with itself, 
it will have a subsistence in the many. This, how- 
ever, is the same thing as to assert, that subsisting 
in itself, it is, again, not in itself. It remains, there- 
fore, to say, that it is not itself in anything, but 
that such other things participate of it as are able 
to be present with it, and so far as they are able to 
accomplish this. Hence, it is necessary either to 
subvert these hypotheses and principles, and to as- 
sert that there is no such nature whatever as this ; 
or if this is impossible, and there is necessarily such 
a nature and essence, then that which we asserted 
from the first must be admitted, viz. that true being 
existing one and the same in number, without any 
distribution into parts, but remaining as a whole, is 
not remote from any of the natures which are dif- 
ferent from itself, not being in want of any local 
position, nor of certfun parts proceeding from it 
[in order that it may be present with other things}. 
E 2 
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Nor, again, is it necessary to its abiding in itself as 
a whole, that -another certain thing generated by it 
should desert it, and that thus it should everywhere 
proceed into other things ; for thus it would be in 
one place, and that which proceeds from it in an- 
other. And being separated from the things pro- 
duced by it, it would exist in a certain place. With 
respect to the natures, also, which proceed from it, 
it may be inquired, whether each is a whole or a 
part. And if, indeed, it is a part, it will not preserve 
the nature of the whole, which it is said to possess* 
But if each is a whole, either we must divide each 
into as many parts as are contained in that in 
which it subsists, [and thus it will be now divided,] 
or we must confess that the same thing is every- 
where able to be present as a whole [i. e. totally 
and not partially present]. This assertion, there- 
fore, has nothing foreign from the thing itself, and 
the essence of it, nor is it derived from a nature of 
a difierent kind. 

4. Survey, therefore, if you are willing, this God, 
[i. e. truly existing being,] which we say does not 
so subsist as to be present in one place, and not 
present in another*, [but is everywhere equally 
present]. For it is acknowledged by all men who 
have a conception of the Gods, that not only this 
God, but likewise all the Gods, are everywhere 

" In the original, I^c li u fi^uku mu rw Ic T«y ^iw [Supple »f] »u «*« 
/Ml y tt¥»u 9pfi h cvx umt ^a/ctv : but both the sense and the version of 
Ficinus require that for rn in both places of this passage we should 
read r«v, conformably to the above translation. 
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present; and reason says it is necessary that this 
should be admitted. If, therefore, Divinity is 
everywhere, it is not possible that this could be 
the case if he were distributed into parts. For thus 
he would no longer be everywhere; but of his parts, 
one would be in this place, but another in that. 
Thus, however, he will no longer be one thing; 
but just as if a certain magnitude should be di- 
vided into many parts, it would be something 
which is dispersed, and all the parts would no 
longer be that whole\ Besides this, also. Divi- 
nity will be a body. If, however, these things are 
impossible, again, that which may appear to be 
incredible will be manifest, viz. that in all human 
nature it must be admitted that Divinity is simul- 
taneously present, and that the same thing exists 
everywhere an undivided whole. Further still, if 
we say that this nature is infinite, since it cannot 
be finite, for what other reason will it be so than 
because it will never fail ? And if it never fails, it 
will be present with everything. For if it were in- 
capable of being present, it would fail, and there 
would be some place where it would not^ be pre- 
sent For if we should say that something else ex- 
ists after the one itself, it is requisite that it should 
exist together with it, and subsist about, and tend to 

*■ For when the parts are separated from each other, the conti- 
nuity of it is dissolved, and thus it becomes a discrete instead of a 
continuous quantity. 

^ In the original, tuu $^tm »ir»u »v : but for »ir»u «», both the sense 
and the version of Ficinus require that we should read irov ^n «y. 
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it, and should be, as it were, its progeny united to 
it. Hence, whatever participates of that which is 
posterior to it, participates also of. it. For since 
there are many natures in the intelligible world, 
some of which rank as first, others as second, and 
others as third in gradation, all of them are sus* 
pended, as it were, from the centre of one sphere, 
without any separation from each other through 
interval. For all of them have a simultaneous sub- 
sistence, so that wherever the natures are which 
rank as the third in order, there also those which 
are the second and those which are the first are 
present. 

5. And frequently, indeed, for the sake of ex- 
planation, we assert, that in the same manner as 
many lines proceed from one centre, thus, also, in- 
telligibles proceed from one fountain ; and this si- 
militude we adduce in order that we may obtain a 
conception of the multitude which is thence pro- 
duced. It is requisite, however, that preserving 
this similitude, we should admit that all the multi- 
tude which is generated in the intelligible world has 
a simultaneous subsistence; just as in a circle it is 
necessary to assume the lines which are separated 
from each other as if they were not separated * : 
for all of them subsist in one superficies^. But 
where. there is a subsistence not according to super- 

• In th« original, ktyw tf tMzu iwri r«v xvx^w wn u»m$ y^mf^iMf 
a^^i^fMwtt ifrt kufcCeifw, But after kafiCuntp it is requisite to add 
«ff WM $i^t*^t9fi,iHtty and in tux w^ut y^/ut/un to omit •««. 

^ And a superficies possesses interval. 
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ficies in interval, but the powers and the essence are 
without interval, there it may be properly asserted 
that all things subsist centrally, being at once united 
in one centre. And here the lines being, as it were, 
dismissed, the terminations of the lines in the centre 
are preserved, where, likewise, all of them are one. 
Again, however, if you add the lines to the points, 
they indeed will severally be suspended from the 
centres which they left, and yet nevertheless [the 
summit of] each of them will be a centre, not 
being separated from the first centre ; but at the 
same time that they are absorbed in it, each has a 
distinct subsistence, and the points will be as many 
as the lines of which they are the terminations, so 
that there will be as many points as there are lines 
which touch the centre. All, however, will appear 
to be at the same time one. If, therefore, we as- 
sert that all intelligibles are similar to many centres, 
the centres being reduced and united to one centre, 
but appearing to be many on account of the lines, 
which do not generate the centres, but unfold them 
to the view, — ^if we assert this, the lines will be 
useful to us at present, for the purpose of showing, 
that as they are analogous to the things with which 
the intelligible nature comes into contact, they ap- 
pear to be multitudinous and to be everywhere 
present. 

6. For intelligibles being many, are at the same 
time one ; and, being one, they are on account of 
their infinite nature many. Hence they are many 
in one, and one in the many. They are, likewise, 
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all things at once, and energise with reference to 
the whole, together with the whole. And, again, 
they likewise energise with reference to a part, to- 
gether with the whole. But the part receives into 
itself the first effect of energy as the effect of a part; 
and the whole follows. Just as if a man, passing 
into some other man, should become a certain man, 
at the same time, again, being a man. The man, 
therefore, which subsists in matter, from one man 
posterior to the idea of man [in the intelligible 
world], produces many mien of the same nature; 
and thus there is one and the same man in the 
many, because there is one and the same thing 
impressed, as it were, by a seal in the many. Man 
itself, however, and each thing itself, and the whole 
intelligible universe, do not thus subsist in the 
many, but the latter rather subsist about the 
former. For whiteness is everywhere after one 
manner, and the soul of each individual is the 
same in every part of the body [after another man- 
ner]. For thus, also, truly existing being is every- 
where. 

7. For that which pertains to us, and we our- 
selves, are referred to truly existing being as the 
ultimate end. We also ascend to it, and from the 
first were derived from it. Moreover, we intellec- 
tually perceive intelligibles, not from possessing 
either the images or impressions of them ; and if 
this be the case, we perceive them, being ourselves 
intelligibles. If, therefore, we participate of true 
science, we are intelligibles, not receiving them 
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in ourselves, but existing in them. Since, how-^ 
ever, not only we are them, but also other things 
are them, we are inlelligibles in conjunction with 
other things. Hence we are one all. But when 
we look to externals, and not* to that nature from 
which we are suspended, we are ignorant that we 
are one. Just as if many faces, which are many 
externally, should be collected into one summit in- 
wardly. If, however, some one should be able to 
convert himself [to an inward perception of him- 
self], either from his own power, or through Mi- 
nerva fortunately leading him to this conversion, 
he will then perceive himself to be a God, and to 
be everything. But at first he will not perceive 
himself as everything. Afterwards, however, not 
having where he can stop, so as to be able to give 
a boundary to himself, and define the extent of his 
nature, he will then dismiss the attempt to circum- 
scribe himself, and to separate himself from the 
whole of real being. And in so doing he will ar- 
rive at that which is in every respect all, not in thus 
arriving at the all proceeding anywhere, but abid- 
ing there where the all is firmly established. 

8. Indeed, I think, if any one directs his atten- 
tion to the manner in which matter participates of 
forms, he will give greater credit to the truth of 
what has now been said, and will no longer disbe-^ 
lieve in it as an impossibility, or be dubious of its 

* In the original, i^ fitv »w •^•twis n «^(v i^if^/Kiv*, x.r.X. But 
for «f «^iv, both the sense and the version of Ficinus require that we 
should read xci /»n «^cv» 
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reality* For it appears to me to be both reason- 
able and necessary that forms should not be situated 
separately, and, again, that matter should not sub- 
sist remotely [with respect to forms], so as to receive 
supernally an illumination from forms. For to ad- 
mit this would be absurd; since in these things, 
what will that be which is remote and separate ? 
Will not, also, the mode of participation be almost 
inexplicable and most dubious ? Such an assertion, 
however, as the above is easily made, in conse- 
quence of being known by examples. Nevertheless, 
though we sometimes speak of illumination, we do 
not speak of it in such a way as we do of the illu- 
minations which proceed into a sensible nature. 
Since, however, the things which are seen in mat- 
ter are images, but forms have the order of arche- 
types, the former appear to be illuminations from 
the latter. In an illumination of this kind we say 
that what is illuminated is separate from that which 
illuminates. But it is now necessary that, speak- 
ing more accurately, we should not admit that, 
form being locally separate, idea is afterwards be- 
held in matter as in water ; but we should assert 
that matter everywhere comes into contact, as it 
were, with idea, and yet that it does not [accu- 
rately speaking] come into contact with it ; since, 
according to the whole of itself, it receives through 
its proximity as much as it is able to receive of 
form, nothing at the same time intervening, nor 
form pervading through the whole of matter, and, 
as it were, running into it, but abiding in itself. If, 
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however, form is not in matter after the same man* 
ner as the idea of fire, matter being spread under 
the elements, in this case fire itself [or the form of 
fire] is not itself inherent in matter, but becomes 
visible through the whole of the ignited matter. 
But it may be supposed that the first material fire 
was, when generated, of a great bulk. And the same 
supposition will be adapted to all the other ele- 
ments. If, therefore, the form of fire in matter is 
surveyed in all material substanoes in which it im- 
parts an image of itself, and, though separated by 
place, does not impart this image as if it were a vi- 
sible illumination;-— for if this is not admitted, the 
whole of this fire would be sensible, if the whole of 
it consisted of many parts ; — if this be the case, the 
idea of it does not subsist in place, but generates 
places from itself; or otherwise it would be requi- 
site, if it became itself multitudinous, that it should 
fly from itself, in order that it may thus be mul- 
titudinous, and may frequently participate of the 
same thing. Nor does idea, in consequence of 
being without dispersion, impart anything of itself 
to matter. Nor, though it is [profoundly] one, is 
it incapable of giving form to that which does not 
subsist in its own unity. And, again, it is not so 
present with the universe as with one part of itself 
to give form to this, and with another to a dif- 
ferent part of the universe; but it is everywhere 
totally present. For it would be ridiculous to in- 
troduce many ideas of fire, in order that each fire 
may be formed by its own idea, this idea producing 
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one, and that another fire; since, if this is admitted, 
there will be infinite ideas. In the next place, how 
also will you divide the things which are generated, 
since fire itself [or the idea of fire] is one continued 
[impartible] thing? And if to this matter you 
should add another fire, thus causing it to be 
greater, in this case it must be granted that, ac- 
cording to that portion of matter, the same idea, 
and not another, effects the same things. 

9. If, therefore, some one should mentally col- 
lect together all the now generated elements into 
one spherical figure, it must not be said that there 
were many makers of the sphere, and that they 
were distributed into different places in order to 
produce the different parts; but it must be ad- 
mitted that there is one cause of the production, 
which makes by the whole of itself, and does not 
effect different things by different parts of itself. 
For if this were admitted, there would, again, be 
many efficient causes, unless you refer the produc- 
tion to one impartible cause ; or rather, unless it is 
granted that there is one impartible maker of the 
sphere, who is not himself diffused into the sphere, 
but the whole sphere is suspended from the maker 
of it. One and the same life, therefore, is pos- 
sessed by the whole sphere, and the sphere itself 
IS established in one life. Hence, too, everything 
which the sphere contains is referred to one life, 
and therefore all souls, likewise, are [in a certain 
respect] one. But, again, they are in such a way 
one as. to be infinite [in power]. Hence, igome 
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have said that soul is number ; but others have 
asserted that number increases the nature of it, 
conceiving, perhaps, this to be the case, because 
soul is never-failingly present with all things, at 
the same time remaining that which it is. And if 
the world were of a greater extent than it is, the 
power of soul would not be deficient, so as not to 
accede to everything which the world contains; 
or rather, this universe subsists in the whole of 
soul. It is here likewise requisite to assume in- 
crease, not as the word implies, but as signifying 
that soul being one, never ceases to be everywhere 
present. For the one of it is not of such a -nature 
that it can be measured as if it were quantity ; 
since this is the condition of another nature, which 
falsifies unity, and appears to be one through par- 
ticipation. But that which is one in reality, is such 
as not to be one thing composed of many, lest a 
certain thing being taken from it, the whole of that 
one should be destroyed. Nor is this truly one 
separated by boundaries, lest other things being 
adjoined to it, it should either be diminished, they 
being greater than it, or should be dissipated in 
consequence of wishing to proceed to all things, 
and thus should not be with all things wholly pre- 
sent, but by the parts of itself should be present 
with their parts. He, therefore, who asserts this, is, 
according to the proverb, one who does not know 
where he is, since he is incapable of passing into 
union with one thing, because he is divulsed from 
himself. If, therefore, he admits this one to be 
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true, of which it is predicated that it is the one of 
essence, it is requisite that it should appear after a 
certain manner to contain in its own power a na-> 
ture contrary to itself, /. e. the nature of multi- 
tude; and that it should not possess this multitude 
so as to derive it from an external source, but 
should possess it in and from itself, in consequence 
of being tndy one^f and in the one having an exist- 
ence which is infinite and multitudinous. Being 
such, however, it everywhere appears to be a whole, 
possessing one form [or productive principle], so 
that it comprehends itself, and is also compre* 
hended by itself, and yet is one and the same 
thing ^. That, likewise, which comprehends, is in 
no respect distant from, but everywhere exists in, 
that which is comprehended, wherever it may be, 
and the one is not disjoined from the other by any 
local separation. For true being existed prior to 
everything which is in place, and is not itself in 
any want of these, but these are indigent of it in 
order to the firm establishment of their essence. 
They, however, being established, it does not de- 
part from the collocation of itself in itself; since if 
it were moved, they would be destroyed, because 
that which is their basis and support would perish. 

' For r»vTM ly tvrats unu in this plac^ it is requisite to read r^ 
lir, x.r.X. 

^ This sentence in the original is as foUows : meurtf h n, rav- 

X»fT» ewTttv $t9tu. But for XM vn ff'f^s;^«»r« aum uvrnt, the sense 
requires that we should read »«i rev wt^nx«ft,%*n, ».r.X. And this 
emendation is also supported by the version of Ficinus. 
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Nor, again, is it so devoid of intelligence as to 
become divuised by a departure from itself, and 
though preserved by an establishment in itself, to 
commit itself to unfaithful place, which is indigent 
of true being to its preservation. 

10. True being, therefore, abides in itself, flou- 
rishing in wisdom, and will never have a subsist- 
ence in anything difierent from itself; but those 
other things are suspended from it, discovering, as 
it were, from the desire of it where it is ; and this 
is the vigilant love which continues all night at the 
door of the beloved object, being externally always 
present, aspiring after the beautiful^ and [always 
being enamoured of it in such a way as it is able to 
become its participant. For here the lover parti- 
cipates of the beautiful by adhering to it. But the 
beautiful abides in itself. There are also many 
lovers of one thing, — and these love the whole of 
it, — possessing the whole when they obtain it. For 
the whole is the object of their love. How is it 
possible, therefore, that this whole should not be suf- 
ficient to all things while it abides in itself? It is 
likewise beautiful because it is present as a whole 
to all things; for intelligence [or wisdom], also, is 
with all things totally present. And hence intel- 
ligence is common ; for one intelligence is not here, 
but another in some other place. For it would be 
ridiculous to suppose that it is in want of place. 
Nor does intelligence subsist in such a manner as 

* In the original, mu %^itfAUf rau »0k8u» But for afikw, it is re- 
quisite to read, conformably to the version of Ficinus, »aX*v, 
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body. But if we truly participate of intelligence, 
it is necessary that we should wholly conspire into 
one and the same thing with it. We likewise do 
not participate of it in such a way as if we received 
portions of it Nor, again, as if I received a whole, 
and you also a whole, each being divulsed from the 
other. For this would be an imitation of what 
takes place in assemblies and in every synod in 
which there is a concurrence into one atid the 
same intelligence ; each member of the assembly 
being incapable of deciding wisely apart from the 
rest, but by contributing to one thing, and per- 
ceiving truly, wisdom is thus generated and dis- 
covered. For what should prevent intellect in this 
case from conspiring into one and the same thing? 
Indeed though in the above instance of an assembly 
there is a simultaneous concurrence with us of in- 
telligence, yet this does not appear to us to be si- 
multaneous. Just as if some one touching the same 
thing with many fingers, should think that he 
touched different things ; or should strike the same* 
chord without perceiving that it was the same 
chord which he struck ; though it is requisite that 
we should consider how by our souls we come into 
contact with the good* For I do not touch this^ 
but you another good ; but we both touch the same 
good. Nor, indeed, do we touch the same good 

* In the original, ^ mv »utcu x*(^*» ^^^ ^^r aurw in this place, 
it is necessary to read mtrw. Ficinus also has **aut n eandem 
chordam/* &c. 
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in such a way as that there is one effluxion of it to 
me, and another to. you ; so that it is situated some* 
where on high, bat the effluxions from it are rer 
ceived in the sensible region. It is also requisite 
that the giver should be present with its recipients^ 
in order that they may trtdy^ receive [that which it 
imparts], and that the giver may not impart from 
things which are foreign, but from, such as pertain 
to himself. For the gift of intellect is not a trans- 
mission; since in bodies which are locally sepa- 
rated from each other, the gift which is imparted 
to one thing is allied to that which is imparted. to 
another, and the gift and the effective energy tend 
to the same thing. The corporeal nature, also, of 
the universe acts and suffers in itself; nor does 
anything externally accede to it. If, therefore, in 
body nothing accedes externally^, though .body na- 
turally flies, as it were, from itself, how is it pos- 
sible there can be anything external in that which 
is devoid of interval®? Hence, existing in. the 
same thing, we both see the good, and come into 

* In the original, luc »»Ts*t AA^&iiwri, ».r.X. But the sense of 
the passage requires that for $yTt*t, we should read wrtti, conform- 
ably to the aboTe translation. And this is confirmed by the version 
of Ficinus, who has ** ut revera illinc accipiant.*' 

^ This is asserted by Plato, in the Timaus, of the body of the 
uniyerse. 

" The punctuation of this sentence after r«v i» fv^utg is in the 
original erroneous. For it is m«v ^$uywr»t ttufr$ $wri w^myftMrt 
tbimermrtVf r«ff r« t^tv. But it ought to be mw puy^nrt Mvr«, 
m w^myfutrt mUmftarw itttt r« i^Wiv; conformably to the vbowe 
translation. 
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contact with it, at the same time subsisting in con- 
junction with our inteliigibles. And the world 
which is there is much more one than two sensible 
worlds will be, though similarly divided. And the 
sensible world would be an intelligible sphere, if the 
former were in^tbe tsame^raanner one as the latter. 
Heboe the latter transcends in union. Or it would 
be most ridiculous to admit that bulk necessarily 
pertains to the sensible world, but that the intelli* 
gible world, which is not in want of bulk,' extends 
itself into it^- and thus departs from itseif. But 
'^hat impedim^it can there be to the [profound] 
wiiott of the latter ? For there, one thing does not 
repd another, as if not yielding to it the place 
which it occupies; as neither is there any loca- 
lity in the perception of every disc^ine and 
theorem. And, in short, all the sciences sub- 
sist hi the soul without any contraction of places 
Some one, ' however, may say that this is not pos- 
sible in essences; and, indeed, it would not be 
possible if true essences had an extensica;! into 
bulk. 

11. But how does that which is without interval 
extend to- all body^ though collectively it possesses 
such a great magnitude ? And how, — which has 
been frequently the subject of doubt, — is it possible 
that [true] being, which is one and the same, should 
not in this extension be divulsed? Since he who 
thus doubts, earnestly wishes to obtain a solution of 
the doubt. It has, therefore, been frequently de-^ 
monstrated by us that true being is thus [imparti- 
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bly present with all things]. But it is nevertheless 
necessary that we should adduce certain persuasive 
arguments^ though this, very nature itself [of true 
being] contributes, not iqdeed in the smallest, but 
in the greatest degree, to this persuasion, exhibit- 
ing itself jto be such as it is. I mean, that it is-^pt 
like a oibical. stone of a ^great. magnitude, situated 
in a certain place, occupying a space equal to it$ 
magnitude, and being.incap(^ble of passing beyond 
those limits* For. this cubical .stone possesses a 
ceriain measure of quantity, which isjcircumscribed 
by the bulk and jthe. capacity, of jbhe sjtone [with reT 
spect to esJ^ension]. Since, however^ true b^ing is 
a: primary natare^^and is.npt measured^ nor has j^ 
definite, boundary jof quantity, — for in this case it 
would be. measured by.^omethin^ else, — ^hence it is 
universal power, entirely, unconnecte^l with quan* 
tity. . On this account, also, it does not exist in 
time, but is beyond; all time. For time is always 
dispersed through interval ; but eternity abides in 
sameness and in itselfi and possesses transcendency 
and amplitude by its never-failing power. But 
time appears to have a multitudinous progression; 
just as if a line suspended from a point should seem 
to proceed to infiniifcy, apd running round the point, 
should everywhere exhibit in itself that about whic|i 
it circulates, the point during the circulation of the 
line remaining fixed. If, therefore, time has an 
essential analogy to that which abides in sameness, 
^ut the nature which thus abides is not only in- 
. finite through an eternal subsistence but is also 
F 2 
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infinite in power^ it is requisite to refer to the in- 
finity of this power the nature which runs in a 
contrary direction to it, has a contrary elevation to, 
and is suspended from it; this nature^ in a certain 
respect running equally with time towards a per- 
manently abiding power ^. And the amplitude of 
this power is evinced by the magnitude of the uni- 
verse which receives it. What, therefore, is that 
which participates of this nature, so far as it is able 
to receive it? This nature, indeed, is wholly pre- 
sent, though it is not wholly seen in everything, in 
consequence of the imbecility of the subject by 
which it is received. It is, however, entirely pre- 
sent [with everything], not in the same manner as 
the material triangle is one and the same in many 
things ; but it is present in the same way as the 
immaterial triangle, from which the triangle in mat- 
ter derives its subsistence. Why, therefore, is not 
the material triangle everywhere, since the imma- 
terial is everywhere? It is because all matter does 
not participate of it, but is the recipient of some- 
thing else. All matter, likewise, is not adapted to 
everything, since neither is the whole of the first 
matter [immediately] adapted to everything; *but 
it is first adapted to the first of genera, and after- 
wards, besides these, to other things. Neverthe^ 

** Flotinus is here speaking of a corporeal nature, which is sus- 
pended from eternitjr, and runs, together with time, to the perma- 
nently abiding power of true being. 

•» For w^fiiwuemv here, it is necessary to read, conformably to 
the above version, 9r^ /KiMvr«y. 
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less, the nature which is superior to this is at once 
present with everything* *• 

12. But how is this superior nature [t . e. the na- 
ture of truly existing being] present ? It is present 
as one life. For the life in an animal does not pro- 
ceed to a certain extent only, and afterwards is not 
able to extend itself to the whole animal, but is 
everywhere present in the animated body. If, 
however, some one should, again, inquire how this 
takes place, he ought to recollect that this power 
of life \i* e. of the life of true being] is not a cer- 
tain quantity, but though it should be mentally 
divided ad infinituniy yet it will always be found to. 
possess in unfathomable depths^ the same infinite 
power. For matter is not in life, so as to cause it 
to fail together with the magnitude of bulk, and 
thus pass into something which is small. I^ there- 
fore, you apprehend in it a perennial infinity, an 
unwearied and untamed nature, and which has a 
never-failing subsistence in itself, being, as it were, 
a superfervid life; — if such are your conceptions 
of it, where can you accede, or to what can you 
direct your attention, without finding this infinite 

* There is obviously in the original a defect in the latter part of 
the passage within the asterisks. For the original is, «XA« *^ r« 
v^MTM rmf yunf. ur* tTt rturte etXXa, 9'm^n* fittv rt Tavn, But it 
appears to me to be necessary instead of this to read, aXXm w^s «*« 
w^mru 9tt9 ytttt*' ur twt rwrtt w^of r aWeu n )i tnn^ri^ ^vstf «*«. 
^f fUfTM wmwri. Ficinus also has «sed in primis ad genera prima, 
deinde per h»c ad reliqua : yeruntamen natura superior sque ad- 
crat universo.** 

^ In this place, fiva^^ofitf is erroneously printed for fiv^rt^nt. 
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power to be there present? For if you think that 
you shall not meet with it everywhere, you will not 
in your progressioti pass beyond it; nor^t again, 
will you stop at something which is small, as- if 
this power could no longer impart anything further, 
in consequence of failing through its parvitude. if, 
however, you are' able to concur with it, or rather 
to become situated in the all, you will not then in- 
vestigate anything' further* Or, failing in the abi- 
lity to eilect this, you will wander to something' 
else, and will fall from it, not perceiving that which 
is present, in consequence of looking to a thing' of 
a different nature. But if you investigate nothing 
further, how will you be thus affected? Is it not 
because you will then accede to the all, and' will 
not abide in a part of it? Nor will ydu theh say, 
Such is the extent of my magnitude; Omitting, 
however, the extenSkm of quantity, you will become 
a whole, comprehending all things in itself, though 
prior to this you were a universal whole* Because 
however, something else was present with you after 
the aU, you became less by this addition : for the 
addition was not from Me a//, -since you cannot add 
anything to it; but it was made from that which is 
not the alt But he who becomes a certain thing, 
and this from non-being, is by no means alL He 
is, however, then ally when he dismisses non-being* 
When, therefore, you dismiss other things, you 
will increase yourself. And by this dismission, 
the all will be present with you ; but while you are 
with other things it will not be unfolded to your 
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view. Nor will it accede, in order that il may be 
present; but you will depart from it when it is not 
[through your inaptitude to receive it] present 
with you. I( alsO) you depart, you will not depart 
from it ; for it is [everywhere] present. Nor mil 
you then depart elsewhere^; but being present with 
it, you will have converted yourself to things of a 
contrary nature. For thus, also, the other Gods 
[/. e. the mundane Gods], though many persons 
are present, frequently appear to one alone, because 
that one only is able to behold them. But these 
Gods, indeed, because they are all-various, convert 
cities to truly existing being**. Not only cities, how- 
ever, but the whole earth and all heaven are con- 
verted to it. They also everywhere subsist to- 
gether with, and abide in it; and possess from it 
being, and things which are truly beings, as far as 
to soul and the life which is suspended from it. 
They likewise tei^d tq unity in conji^nction with 
infinite magnitude^. 

^ In the original, *»h r&rt •rnXfits, But for this I read •o9i «X. 
i^i TtfTi tt^n>.6it, conformably to the above tran&latioii. Picitius 
also has << sed neque etiam ali6 qubquam abisti." 

^ This sentence in the original is «AA* wtm fUv « df« trt «*«#- 
TMt rtXt^nrtg irt^r^m^t rttt ifXus, But immediately after n- 
\1invu9 H appears to me necessary to add m r* •rrm$ $f, 

^ Much of what is said by Plotinus in this paragraph is to be 
found in sect iii. of Porphyry's A^t^fuu ir^'r» 99tir», or, AusciU* 
aries to the Perception ofmtdUgihle Natures. Many other parts also 
of this treatise of Porphyry are derived fVom the present two books 
of Plotinus, which Porphyry illustrates at the same time that he 
quotes, as will be evident from a perusal of the Additional Notes 
at the end of this work. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

THE SEVENTH BOOK 

OF THX 

SIXTH ENNEAD OF PLOTINUS. 



On the manner in which the multitude of ideas subsists, and con* 
cerning the good. 



Since we say that this universe was fashioned 
conformably to that paradigm of it [the intelligi- 
ble world], it is necessary that every animgl should 
by a much greater priority exist in that world. And 
if the being of that world is all-perfect, it is ne^ 
cessary that it should be all things ; and that the 
heaven which is there should be an animal, and 
should not be destitute oF the stars which exist in 
this sensible heaven. It is likewise requisite that 
the very subsistence of the intelligible heaven should 
consist in this. It is also manifest that the earth 
which is there will not be destitute of life, but will 
be much more vital [than this sensible earth], and 
will comprehend in itself all such pedestrious and 
terrestrial animals as the sensible earth is said to 
contain. Plants, likewise, established in life^ will 
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evidently be there, and also the sea and all water 
in life, and an ever-abiding stream. All aquatic 
animals likewise are there. The nature of the air, 
too, is a portion of the intelligible universe ; and 
the aerial animals which it contains are analogous 
to the intelligible air. For how is it possible that 
things which subsist in a vital nature should not be 
vital ? Since we find this to be the case with ter- 
restrial natures. Hence, how is it possible that 
every animal should not necessarily be there ? For 
as each of the great parts [of the intelligible uni- 
verse] is from necessity, such, also, is the nature of 
the animals in these parts, in whatever manner it 
may subsist. The heaven, also, which is there, sub-^ 
sists intelligibly. All the animals, likewise, which 
are in the sensible heaven are there. Nor is it pos" 
sible they should not be there; for if it were pos- 
sible, they would have no [sensible] subsistence. 
He, therefore, who inquires whence these animals 
derive their subsistence, inquires, also, whence the 
heaven which is there originates. But this is the 
same thing as to. inquire whence animal is derived. 
And this, again, is .to inquire whence all life and 
all intellect originate. For in the intelligible world 
there is not any indigence nor any defect ; but all 
things possess a plenitude, and, as it were, an ex- 
uberance of life. There is also, as it were, an 
efflux of them from one fountain, not as if from 
one certain spirit or from one heat; but the efflux 
is just as if there was one quality, containing in 
itself all qualities, and likewise preserving them. 
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yix. sweetness, together with fragrance, the exhi^ 
larafcing property: of. wine, and the- powers <if: all 
jttioesy.the perceptions of colour^ and wbatevM Js 
known by. the touch. There, alsc^: every th>ng 
which is^ audible will exists and ail melodies^ and 
every rhytlim. : n 

.For nekher is intellect simple^ nor. soul, which 
ia derived 'from it. Sut all. such things as are sim-^ 
pie [in the intelligible world] ai|e various^; yet this 
takes place, so far as they are not .composites,, and 
so &r as they are principles, and so far as diey 
exist in energy. For the energy of that which 
ranks as the. last there, though it.is^a termimi^ing 
ener^^ is simple. But the energy^of that which 
is first consists of all e«tergies» Intellect, alsc^^ in 
its motion is always moved with invariable ^ame*- 
ness^ and after a similar manner. : Nevertheless, 
nothing is one and the same there, as if it had. a 
subsistence, in a part, but it exists as all things; 
since, again,, ihat which exists in a part is not sim- 
ply one thing, but it is thijs thing infinitely divided. 
We ; may .also say, that the progression is.fron^ a 
certain thing, and entirely tends to a certain thing 
as to that which is last. (p. 705.) 

But the wandering of intellect is in the plain qf 
TnUh\ from which it does not depart. It also 
occupies the whole of it, and makes, as it were^ a 

* See an admirable development of Uie pUsin of Truih, which is 
so magnificently celebrated by P]ato in the Fbsdrus, in the 4th 
book of Froclus on the Theology of Plato, to my translation of 
which I refer the reader. 
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plaee for its own motion. The place, likewise, b 
the same with that of which, it is the place. But 
this place is Various, in order that it maybe passed 
through; And unless the procession was through 
the whole of it, and was always, various, so far as 
it was not various intellect would be quiescent* 
But if quiescent, it would not possess intellectual 
perception ; and therefore would be no longerJa- 
tellect Hence it is intellectual perception. But 
the whole of its motion fills the whole of essence. 
And dl essence being all intelligence, comprehends 
all.life% and after one thing, always another. This, 
however, takes place because that which is the 
same in intellect is always something else; so that 
to him who divides [its powers], another thing will 
always present itself to the view. But the whole of 
the progression [in the inteUigible world] is through 
life and through animals; in the same manner as 
to him who travels through the earth, whatever he 
meets with is terrene, though the terrene natures 
differ from each other. There, however, the life 
through which the progression is made is the same ; 
yet, bec^se it always possesses an omniform va*- 
riety, it is not the same, (p., 706.) 

He, therefore, who beholds this abundant life* 
which comprehends in itself in one all, and the first 
life, will he not gladly embrace this, and despise 
every other life? For other inferior lives are dark-» 

* In the original, xm n r«y iwm, un^is r«y ^«r)fv sn^tXaCtv^tt «*«. 
r«y. But immediately after nn^ig vtecv, it appears to me necessary 
to add tfi;r«,. and therefore to read pon^ig r«ir tv^m, X*f*ih x.***^* 
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ness, small and obscure shadows, vile, impure, and 
defiling uncontaminated lives. Hence, if you look 
at them, you will no longer either perceive pure 
lives, or live simultaneously according to all tliose 
lives, in which there is nothing that is not vital, and 
nothing that does not live with purity, and without 
the possession of any evil. For evils exist in these 
terrene abodes, because they contain only a vestigie 
of life and a vestigie of intellect. But there the ar- 
chetype subsists, which Plato denominates boni- 
form, because it possesses goodness in forms. For 
one thing is good [itself J, but another thing [£• e. 
intellect] is good in consequence of piossessing an 
entirely contemplative life. But it contemplates, 
the objects of its contemplation being boniforra, 
which it thien obtains when it surveys the nature of 
the good. The goody however, accedes to intellect, 
not such as it is in itself, but such as intellect pos- 
sesses. For that is the principle, and from this 
good accedes to intellect And intellect, which is 
the fabricator of these things, [i. e, of whatever the 
universe contains,] possesses its power from the 
good. For it weis not lawful that intellect, behold- 
ing it, should not have an intellectual perception 
of anything. Nor, again, is it possible that the 
objects of its perception should be in the good; 
since, if this were the case, it would not produce 
them. Hence, it receives from the good the power 
of generating, and through this is filled with the 
natures which it produces, the good imparting to it 
that which intellect does not itself possess. But 
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from the good^ which is the oncj multitude accedes 
to intellect. For intellect, since it was incapable 
of possessing the power which it derived from the 
good [separate from multitude], gave distribution 
to it, and caused one thing to become many, in 
order that it might thus be able to receive the good 
partially. Whatever, therefore, it generates was 
%.- from the power of the good, and w&s boniform. lo.- 

tellect, also, is good, being a various good, consist- 
|~ ing of boniform natures. Hence, it may be assi- 

1 milated to a various vital sphere, or to a thing of 

S an omniform nature resplendent with vital faces. 

^ Or some one may conceive it to resemble all souls 

S that are pure and unindigent, concurring in the 

^ same thing, and possessing whatever pertains to 

themselves. In addition to this, he may also con- 
ceive that the whole of an intelliectual essence is 
established on the summits of these souls, so that 
the place everywhere glitters with intellectual light. 
He, however, who forms this conception of it, be- 
ing in a certain respect external to it, will perceive 
it as something different from himself. But it is 
requisite that, becoming himself intellect, he should 
thus make himself to be the object of his contem- 
plation, (p. 708.) 

It is requisite, however, not always to remain in 
[the survey] of this exceedingly great beauty, but 
dismissing this, to pass rapidly to that which is 
superior to it; and not from this sensible heaven, 
but from the intelligible world, to investigate with 
kdmiration by whom the latter was produced, and 
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what the mode was of its production. Each of the 
natures, therefore, which exists in that world is a 
certain form, and, as it were, a peculiar paradigm. 
But being boniform, and inserting in all things 
that which is common, it possesses all things [ac- 
cording to a boniform nature}. Hence it has being 
in all things; it possesses likewise every animal, 
and a common life^ which is inherent in all. anir 
mals. Perhaps^ likewise, it possesses other things. 
But what will that be on account of which all these 
are good, so far as they are good? In order^ how«- 
e^er, to the consideration of this, ^perhaps it>wiU 
be proper, in the first place, to begin from hence. 
When intellect itsdf surveys the good, 4oes it in- 
telkctually perceive that one itself a& many; and 
since ilis itself one beimg, does it in its perception 
of tke good divide it into many parts, not being 
able to. survey the whole of it at once? Was it, 
however, not yet intellect when it beheld tke goodj 
but surveyed it unintellectually ? Or may we not 
say 4hat it did not as yet perceive it, but lived ad- 
hering to, suspended from, and converted to it 
This motion, therefore, from the plenitude which 
it derived by tending to, and revolving about the 
good, filled intellect, and was no longer motion 
alone, but motion abundant and full. Afterwards, 
however, being itself became all things, and knew 
this in the cosensation of itself, ^ and was now in- 
tellects For it was indeed filled, in order that 
it might possess that which it beheld. But k 
beheld all things, ti^ether with the light which 
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was imparted to it from the good. On which a^ 
count the good is not only said to be the cause of 
essence, but likewise the cause through which es- 
sence is perceived. Just, however, as the sun is 
the cause of the visibility of sensible objects and of 
their existence, and of sight itself, though it is 
neither sight, nor the objects of sight \ Thus, also^ 
the nature of the good is the cause of essence and 
<^ intellect, and is a light analogous to intelligi- 
Ues, ^nd to intellect, by which they are perceived, 
though it is neither beings nor intellect, but is the 
cause of these, imparting by, its light perceptibility 
to beings and to intellect. Being itself, therefore, 
thus becomes filled, andllirough this is at the same 
time perfect, and possesses a visive power. The 
principle, however, of it is the good^ which sub- 
sisted causally prior to it (p. 709.) 

But how are these things in intellect, and are 
intellect itself, since they do not exist in the reple- 
nishing cause, nor yet in that which is filled from 
it [prior to the plenitude which it thence derived]? 
For when it was not yet filled, these things were 
not yet possessed by it. Shall we say it is not ne^ 
cessary that a thing which is imparted should be in 
that which imparts it? But in things of this kind, 
it is necessary to think that the giver is greater, and 
that the thing given is less than the giver ^. For 

a S«e the 6th book of the Republic of Plato^ where this is as- 
serted. 

^ For every cause is that prmarily which its effect is seeondarifyp 
m i» demonstrated by Froclus in his Theological Elements. 
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such is generation in beings. For, in the first place^ 
it is necessary there should be that which is in 
energy, and which has a primordial rank ; and that 
things of a posterior nature should be in capacity 
the essences which are prior to them. It is also 
necessary that what has a priority of subsistence 
should be beyond things of a secondary nature^ 
and that the bestower should be superior to that 
which is bestowed, since it is more excellent. 
Hence, if there is anything which is prior to 
energy, it is beyond energy, and, therefore, is also 
beyond life. Hence, too, if there is life in it 
[causally], it will indeed impart life, but will be 
itself more excellent and more honourable than 
life. It will, therefore, possess life [causally],, and 
will not be in want of a various donor. The life, 
also, which it imparts will be a certain vestigie of 
itself, but will not be its life. This imparted life, 
however, when it first beheld its source, was inde- 
finite, but after beholding it, then it became de- 
finite, though its source was without bound. For 
imiQediately on beholding a certain thing, it became 
bounded by that which it beheld, and contained in 
itself limitation and form. Form, likewise, was in 
the nature which was formed ; but that by which it 
was imparted was without form. Bound, however, 
was not added externally, as if it was the limit of 
magnitude ; but it was the boundary of the whole 
of that life, which is abundant and infinite, as be- 
ing an illumination from a life of this kind. 

Hence the life which is there is all power, and the 
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sight proceeding from thence is the power of all 
things* But the intellect which is produced by 
it appears to be itself all things. 

And intellect is, indeed^ with respect to sOul^ the 
light of it, in the same manner as the good is the light 
of intellect. When intellect, also, bounds the souU 
it causes the soul to be rational, imparting to it a 
vestigie of the forms which it possesses. Hence,, 
intellect is also a vestigie of the good. Since, how^ 
ever, intellect is form, and possesses difference and 
multitude, the good is simple and formless; for thusf 
it gives form to intellect. Put if the good were 
form, intellect would be reason. It is requisite, 
however, that the nature which is the first of all 
things should not be multitudinous; since if it 
were, the multitude of it would be referred ta 
something beyond it. (p. 711.) 

Some one, perhaps, will say, why may not our 
ascent terminate in intellect, and why may we not 
admit this to be the goodt For soul and life are 
vestigies of intellect ; and soul aspires after this* 
Hence it judges according to, and tends to, inteU 
lect In consequence of this, deciding that justice 
is to be preferred to injustice^ and that each form 
of virtue is better than each form of vice. Henc^ 
too, soul considers that to be more honourable^ 
which her choice prefers to other things. Whether^ 
however, soul aspires after intellect alone [or after] 
something beyond intellect, will perhaps require 
a more abundant discussion, in which it will be 
shown that intellect is not the ultimate [ol^ect of 
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desire], and that all things do not aspire after it, 
but that all things aspire after the good. Of those 
things, likewise, which do not possess intellect, all 
do not seek to obtain it; but the natures which 
possess intellect do not stop at this, but, again, 
search for the good. For the good is prior to intel- 
lect If, however, beings desire life^ perpetual sub- 
sistence, and energy, they do not aspire after these 
things so far as intellect, but sohi 2Lsihe good is 
the [ultimate] object of desire^ and so &r as they 
proceed from «id tend to the good. For life, also, 
subsbts through aspiring after and tending to this. 

What, therefore, is that one thing in all these 
which causes them to be good ? Thus, then, we 
may dare to assert that it is intellect, and the life 
characterized by the form of the good which there 
subsists. But there is a desire of these things, so 
&r as they are boniform. I call them, however, 
boniform, because the life of them is the enetgy of 
the goody or, rather, is an energy derived from the 
good. But this life is now a definite energy ; and 
both it and intellect are full of splendour, and are 
pursued by soul because they proceed from the 
good; and soul, again, tends to them as things 
appropriate, yet not as if it tended to the goodK 
Being, however, bonifoirm, they are in consequence 

" In the original, ukk* •vx* uyu0»* This Ficinus transhttes, ''non 
tamen tanquam per se bona,** This, howeTer, is obviously erroneous ; 
for life and intellect are both, according to Plato and Flotinus, es- 
sentially good. Hencej for uXk* 6»x* ay»6», I read «A.X* wx ^f 
r^9f «■* mytJw, conformably to the above translation. 
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of this not to be demised. - For tliat which is ap- 
propriate, unless it is good, is indeed familiar and 
allied, but may by some one be avoided. Since 
other things, also, which are remote, and of a sub- 
ordinate nature, may indeed excite the soul ; but a 
strenuous love of tliem is then oaly produced, not 
while they remain what they are, but when, in ad- 
dition to what they are, they receive something 
else [from tke good]. Just as in bodies, though 
light is mingled with them, another light is at the 
same lime necessary, that tke colour, viz. tke light 
which is in tkem% may become apparent. Thus, 
also, in supernal natures, though they possess an 
abundance of light, yet they are in want of a 
still more excellent light, in order that they may 
be visible to diemselves and to some other thing, 
(p. 7l4f.) 

When, thereforci some one perceives this light, 
he is then excited to supernal natures, and aspiring 
after the splendour which surrounds them, he is 
excessively delighted. Just as he who loves these 
iarene bodies, is not a lover of the subjects of 
them, but of the beauty in them which presents 
itself to the view. For each thing is that ^ich it 
is in itself; but it becomes desirable in consequence 
of being coloured over by tke good, which imparts 
to it, as it were^ an alluring gracefulness, and in- 
iuses love in the natures which aspire after good. 
Hence, soul receiving an influx from thence into 

^ Plato in the Timaeus says, that colour is a flame Jiowing from 
todks. 

g2 
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itself, is moved, is divinely inspired, is filled with 
vehement desire, and becomes inflamed with love. 
Prior to this, however, it was not excited to intel- 
lect, though intellect is beautiful* For the beauty 
of it is sluggish till it receives the light of the good; 
and the soul falls, as it were, from itself resupine, 
becomes torpid with respect to everything else, and 
appears to be dormant, though intellect is present. 
But when a heat, as it were, from the good pro- 
ceeds into it, it is corroborated, roused, and be- 
comes truly winged. In this state, also, though it 
is, as it were, seized with astonishment towards that 
which is adjacent and near to it, at the same time 
it is elevated in a still greater degree, as if by re- 
miniscence, to another thing \i. e. to the good]. As 
long, too, as there is something superior to what is 
present, it is naturally elevated to it, being raised 
hy that which imparts to it its [winged] love. And 
it transcends, indeed, intellect; but is not able to 
run beyond the good, because there is not anything 
beyond it If, however, it abides in intellect, it 
surveys things beautiful and venerable, yet does 
not entirely possess the object of its search. For 
it approaches, as it were, to a face, beautiful, in- 
deed, but which is not able to excite [vehemently] 
the sight, in consequence of not possessing the 
grace which supervenes the good and causes beauty 
to be alluring. Hence, also, it must be confessed, 
that here beauty is rather that which is resplendent 
in symmetry than symmetry itself, and that this is 
the object of love. For why in a living face is there 
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a greater light of beauty, but in the face of a dead 
body, though the flesh and the symmetry is not yet 
changed, there is no longer a vestigie of beauty^ ? 
Why, also, of statues, are those which exhibit more 
the appearance of life more beautiful than those 
which possess greater symmetry [without this ap- 
pearance] ? Why, likewise, is a living form, though 
it may be deficient in symmetry, more beautiful 
than the beauty in a statue? Is it not because it is 
more desirable ? And this because it possesses souL 
But this is because it is more boniform. And this, 
again, because it is aflier a certain manner coloured 
with the light oithe good. Hence, being thus co- 
loured, it is excited, and becoming lighter, is ele* 
vated, and elevates also that which it possesses, 
and causes it, as far as it is capable, to be good^ 
and to be raised [to the good], (p. 715.) 

Plato, therefore, mingling pleasure with the endj 
and placing good, not according to a simple subsist-^ 
ence, nor as existing in intellect alone, as it is writ^ 
ten in the Philebus^, perhaps perceiving the am-!- 
biguity of this doubt, neither entirely admitted, — 
and this rightly, — that good consisted in pleasure, 

" The above Bcntence in the original is ^m rt yt^ tvri fuv {[«!>«■«» 

r»u ir^9fmr»v reuf ^«^ tuu rtug ^ufifur^tatf fUfti^^/Atwv, But imme- 
diately after rtinix9T9f, it is obviously necessary to add, conformably 
to the above translation, rw m»x§u wx <^i* ficinus, also^ in his pa- 
raphrased version has " vis jmlchritudinis resttU vettigiutiu** 

^ Tlie design of the Fhilebus is to discover what is the chief good 
of man. See my Introduction to, and Notes on, that Dialogue, in 
the 4th volume of my Plato. 
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hor timt intellect, destitute of pleasure, is to be 
considered as good, because he did not see that in 
this case it could excite other natures to the desire 
of it Perhaps, however, this was not the case ; 
but because tJie good has a nature of this kind in 
itself^ he thought that it was necessarily delectable 
tb its possessor, and the object of desire to the 
being by whom it was not possessed ; so that good 
is hot present with him who is not in possession of 
joy. Hence if joy is not inherent in the first de- 
siring nature [i. e. in intellect], neither is good 
{>resent with it. Nor is this absurd. For in this 
Dialogue, PJato does hot investigate the first good, 
biit our good; and, in short, a good whidi belongs 
to {mother thing, and is itself different from that to 
which it belongs, being itself deficient, and per-^ 
haps of a composite nature. Hence, that which is 
solitary and alone is no participant of good, but 
possesses good after another, and a more excellent 
manner. It is necessary, therefore, that the good 
should be desirable^ yet not firom being desirable 
that it should be good, but that because it is good 
it should be desirable. Shall we say, therefore^ 
that the nature which is prior to what is last among 
beings is good, and that the ascent is such, that 
what is superior always imparts good to that which 
is subordinate to it, if the ascent does not depart 
from the Analogous, but always proceeds to some- 
thing greater? At length, however, the ascent 
terminates in that which is supreme, beyond which 
nothing that is superior can be assumed. And this 
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is the first of things, and that which is truly the 
first) and is especially and peculiarly good, and is 
also to other things the cause of good, i For to 
matter, indeed, form is good; since if matter could 
receive sensation, it would doubtless be delighted 
from the reception pf it But soul is the good of 
body; for without soul it would neither exist nor 
be preserved* Virtue, also, is the good of the soul, 
and, superior to this, the good of it is intellect. 
And above this is tAe good^ which we denominate 
the first nature. Each of these, likewise, efiects 
something in the natures by which it ;is ^received 
as good; to some imparting order and ornament^ 
but to others life [alone], and to others wisdonif 
accompanied by an excellent condition of life. To 
intellect, however, it impiurts good, which we say 
proceeds into this, and that it ia an energy derived 
from lie good. It likewise imparts to it. that which 
is now said to be light. But what this light is we 
shall afterwards mifold. (p. 7170 

All things, therefore, are invested with beauty 
and posses light through that wliich is prior to all 
things. And intdlect, indeed, derives firom thence 
the splendour of intellectual energy, with which it 
illuminates nature. But soul i^ceives from thrice 
a vital power, aiid an abundance of life pxx>ceeding 
into it Intelleot, indeed, is elevated thither [f . e. 
to tie good^f and there abides, rejoicing in subsist*- 
ing near it. But soul being converted to it as far 
as she is able, as soon as she knows and perceives 
it, is delighted with the spectacle, and from as much 
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of it as her power of vision permits her to see^ she 
is astonished, feels as if she had been struck, and is 
conscious of containing in herself some portion [of 
the splendour] of the good. Being, also, thus dis- 
posed, she becomes desirous, like those who from 
the image of a beloved object, are excited to wish 
for a perception of the object of their love. But, 
as here, lovers fashion themselves to a similitude of 
die beloved object, and, in consequence of this, 
cause both their bodies and their souls to be more 
decorous and elegant, wishing as much as possible 
that they may not be deficient in the temperance 
and other virtues of the object of their love, lest 
4hey should be despised by this object; and these 
are able to become amatory associates; — after the 
same manner soul, also, loves the good^ being ex- 
cited by it to this love from the beginning, and the 
love which it promptly possesses does not wait, from 
the beauty in sensible objects, to be recalled to the 
recollection of the good. Possessing, however, love, 
yet being ignorant of what it possesses, it perpetu- 
ally seeks for it Soul, likewise, wishing to accede 
to it, despises the things which are here [f. e. sen- 
sible objects], and this in consequence of perceiving 
that whatever is beautiful in the visible world ex- 
ists in flesh and in bodies, is defiled by that in 
which it resides, is dispersed by magnitude, and is 
not truly beautiful. For it is unlawful to suppose 
that the natures which possess true beauty would, 
remaining such as they are, merge themselves in 
the mire of bodies, and thus defile themselves and 
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become evanescent But when, also, soul sees that 
whatever is beautiful in objects of sense is in a con- 
tinual flux, it then perfectly knows that the beauty 
which supervenes them is adventitious. Afterwards 
soul vehemently extends itself to find the object of 
its love, nor desists till it obtains that which it pur- 
sues; nor ever will, unless some one could ex- 
tirpate its love of the good. When, however, it 
obtains this object of its pursuit, it perceives what- 
ever is beautiful and true. It also becomes in a 
greater degree corroborated, in consequence of 
being filled wttli the life of true being; is then 
itself truly existing being, dwells with it, and in 
consequence of proximity to it, clearly perceives 
that which had formerly been the object of its 
search, (p. 722.) 

Where, therefore, is he to be seen who produced 
such great beauty, and such excellent and abun* 
dant life and essence? You may perceive beauty 
shining in all forms, and these all-various. And it 
is beautiful, indeed, to abide where you have this 
perception; but when situated in beauty, it is re- 
quisite to survey whence these forms, and likewise 
whence all beautiful objects originate. It is neces- 
sary, however, that the cause should be no one of 
these things*. For if it was any one* of them, it 
would be a certain part. Hence, it is neither n 
certain form nor a certain power. Nor, again, is 

* In the originaly )ii T aur«v uhu vwvmf fuii$ in But for eivrw in 
this place, it is obviously necessary to reiul mrtn* Ficinus also has 
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it all the forms and powers which there" exist; but 
it is necessary that it should have a subsistence 
above all powers and all forms. For the principle 
is formless^ since it is not indigent of form, but is 
that from which every intellectual form proceeds. 
For that which is generated, must necessarily be 
generated a certain thing, and possess a proper 
form. But how can that be made which does not 
originate from anything? This, therefore, is not 
one of the number of beings, and at the same time 
it is all things^. It is not, indeed, the former, 
because beings are posterior to it; but it is the 
latter, because all things proceed from it. Hence, 
since it is able to produce all things, what magni- 
tude can it possess? Shall we say that it is infi- 
nite? But if infinite, it will not have any magni- 
tude: for magnitude subsists in the last of things. 
It is likewise necessary, if it produced magnitude 
that it should be itself without magnitude. Besides, 
the magnitude of essence does not consist In quan- 
tity. Something else^ indeed, posterior to it may 
possess magnitude. But the magnitude of the good 
Consists in this, that nothing is more powerful, and 
that nothing can be equalized with it. For how is 
it possiUe that any of its productions can be equal 
to it, since no one of them possesses the same na- 
ture? To which may be added, that the asseition 

a i. e. In the intelligrible world. 

' ** vcsi It is all things prior to all ; or, in other words, it is that 
£com which, as( fuua an ineffable ad^um, all things are inefiably 
unfolded into light. 
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that the good exists eteraolly, and is in all thing% 
does not ascribe to him either measure* or un- 
boanded extension. For how, if this were the 
case, could it measure [all] other things? Again^ 
therefore, neither has it any figure. Hence, that 
object of desire which is wholly without figure and 
form will be the most desirable, and the most lovely 
of all things. The love of it, also, will be immea- 
surable: for here the love is not definite^ because 
the object of love is infinite. On this account, like* 
wise, the beauty of it subsists in a way different from 
that of other beautiful objects ; for it is super-beau* 
llful beauty^. For since it does not rank among 
beings, how can it be a certain beauly? Since, 
however, it is lovely, it will be the source of beauty. 
Hence it is the power of all beauty, and a flower 
beautifying beauty. For it generates. beauty, and 
causes it to be more beautifiil through its own ex- 
uberance of b^uly ; so that it,is the principle and 
the end of beauty. But being the principle of 
beauty, it causes that to be beautifiil of which it is 
the principle. It does not, however, make it to be 
beautiful in form, but that wUch is generated by it 
is without form, and after another manner subsists 
in form. For this very thing, which is said to be 
alone form, exists in another thing. But that 
which ^sttbsists in itself is without form. Hence 

" VotMthe good possessed measui«, it'cmild bM be the measore 
of aU things, since it could not measure incommensurable natures. 

•» t. e. Causal beauty, or that which, being superior to essentiai 
beauty^ is the cause of it. For every cause is that itnmarify which 
Its effect is secondarUi^, 
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that which participates of beauty is invested with 
form ; but this is not the case with beauty itself, 
(p. 724.) 

' Hence, when we speak of beauty itself, we must 
far remove from ourselves such a form as this; 
nor must we place it before our eyes, lest we should 
fall from the perception of the beautiful into an 
obscure participation of it, which is also said to be 
[though erroneously] beautiful. Form, however, 
which is without morphe, is beautiful*, if it is form 
of this kind. — But reason asserts, that whatever 
has morphCf and morphe itself, and everything that 
has form, is measured. This, however, is neither 
that which comprehends all things in itself, nor is 
sufficient to itself. Nor is it beautiful from itself, 
but is a thing of a mingled nature. It is necessary, 
therefore, that these things should be beautiful [yet 
measured], but that the nature which is truly beau- 
tiful, or rather, which is above beauty, should be 
without measure. But if this be the case, it is ne- 
cessary that it should neither be formed, nor be 
form. Hence> that which is primarily lovely, and 
which is the first of things, and the beauty of the 
intelligible which is there, is the nature of the good. 
This^ also, is testified by the passion qfhvei^s. For 
as long as some one is conversant with thatjigare otdy 
Hxihich is manifest to the eyeSj he does not yet love the 
object which he sees; but when departingfrom it^ he 

* In the origina], r« h afu^ot uias xeiXcp, But fd^fh as we learn 
from SimpUcius, pertains to the figure, colour, and magnitude of 
superficies. 
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generates in himself^ in hi$ impartible soul^ a form 
which is not an object of sense, then love springsforth» 
Nevertheless, he desires to see the beloved object, 
in order that he may irrigate his love, which froia 
absence becomes marcid and dry*. If, however, 
he should conceive that it is necessary to pass be- 
yond this to something more formless, after this 
superior nature, he will more vehemently aspire* 
For the passion which he experienced Jrom the be-- 
ginning was the love of an immense light, excited by 
an obscure splendour* For morphe^ is the vestigie 
of that which is formless. This, therefore, gene-» 
rates morphe, but morphe does not generate the 
formless nature. But that which is without form, 
when it accedes to matter, generates morphe. Mat- 
ter, however, is necessarily most remote from form, 
because it has not in itself even the last vestigie of 
form. If, therefore, a sensible object is lovely, it 
is not through matter, but through that which is 
invested with form. But the form which is in 
matter is derived from soul ; and soul is in a much 
greater degree form, and is much more lovely. In- 
tellect, also, is in a still greater degree form than 
soul, and is still more lovely. And this being the 
case, it is [obviously] necessary that the first na- 
ture [or primary source] of beauty should be form- 
less S (p. 725.) 

* See the Phsdrus of Plato, from which what Plotinus here 
says is deriyed. 

>" See the Note to p. 92. 

• Because it is that from which form proceeds ; and every cause 
is better than its effect. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



94 

We ought not, therefore, any longer to wonder 
that the good imparts vehement desires, if it is per- 
fectly liberated from intelligible form. For soul, 
also, when she possesses a strenuous love of it, 
abandons every form which she contains, even 
though there should be ui her a certain intelli- 
gible form. For it is not possible for him who 
possesses any other thing, and em^gises about it, 
either to see or be conjoined with the good *^ but it 
is necessary neither to have in readiness any other 
beauty or any other good% in order that the soul, 
being herself alone, may receive the alone^. When, 
however, the soui fortunately obtains this, then the 
good accedes to her, or rather, being present, un« 
folds itself into li^t, when she withdraws herself 
from visible objects, and pr^ares herself, so that 
she may become eminently beautiful, and pass into 
a similitude with it But the preparation and the 
adornment is manifest to those who are properly 
prepared [for the vision of the good}. The soul, 
therefore, becoming thus adapted, will perceive in 

* In the original, aXka ^u fctirt nmtM* /^nrt wt mymttat tfUtf mXK» 
*t*X**^* *X"^» ^^^ ^'^^ iutM9 here, it is obviously necessary to read 
»«X«y, though na%n is adopted by Ficinus in his version. It is 
likewise requiatte, inatead of placing a comma after wUty to place it 
after akkt, conformably to the above translation. 

b Conformably to this, Flotinus at the conclusion of his last 
Ennead says, '< that the life of the Gods and of felicitous men con- 
silts in fttyif fmmf w^h itirnvfi. e. <'in a flight of ^ alone to the alone.** 
Thus, too, Hermes Trismegistus, in his Crater, or Monad, speak- 
ing of inteUectual men, says, »«r«^^«vitr«M'if srapr^t rm emfutrttcmt 
tuu a0Mfutvm9 im rt iv Kfu fuvw firnUcvatt, i, e, ** Despising everything 
corporeal and incorporeal they hasten to tlie one and the alone.** 
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hersdf the good suddenly skiningjbrik^; for nothing 
then intervenes. Nor are there any longer two 
things, but both are one. For as long as the good is 
present) no separation or distinction can be made. 
But an imitation of this takes place between lovers 
that are here and the objects of thdr love, both of 
them wishing to be mingled together and to become 
one. The soul, however, during this union with 
the goodf does not any longer perceive that she is 
in body, nor does she assert of herself any other 
thing*', neither man, nor animal, nor being, nor 
the universe. For in a certain respect the vision 
of these things is anomalous. Nor has the soul 
then leisure, nor is she willing to attend to these; 
hut searching after the good^ she meets with it, as 
being now present, and beholds it instead of her* 
self. For she is too attentive to the vision to per* 
ceive anything else. While she is in this state, 
likewise, she would not exchange her condition for 
all other things; not even if some one i^onld put 
her in possession of all heaven, because there is 
nothing else more excellent nor more replete with 
good. For neither can she ascend higher than 
this; and to behold anything else is to descend, 
though diey should be supernal objects. Hence, 
then, the soul possesses the power of judging well^ 
and knows that this is die object after which she 

* See p. 452 of my translation of Select Works of Plotinus. 

^ In the original, turt ttufrm «XX' trs Xtytu But for «XX' en, it 
is necessary to read «XX« rif and this is also conformable to the yer- 
sion of Ficinus. 
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aspired, and admits that nothing is more excellent 
than this. For there is no fallacy there; since, 
otherwise, she would meet with that which is more 
true than truth. The soul, therefore, is herself 
what she then says, and says afterwards, and si" 
lently says^. Being, also, affected in a most de- 
lectable manner, she is not deceived in the delight 
which she experiences. For she does not say this 
as if she were influenced by corporeal pleasure, 
but in consequence of becoming that which she 
formerly was when she was in a felicitous condition 
of being. Everything else, likewise, with which she 
was once delighted, such as dominion, or power, or 
wealth, or beauty, or science, — all these, she now 
says, are to be despised ; which would not be the 
case, unless she were in possession of things more 
excellent than these. Nor while thus united to the 
good is she afraid of anything of an adverse nature, 
nor does she at all perceive anything of this kind. 
If, also, other things pertaining to her should be 
destroyed, she would most willingly assent to this, 
in order that she might associate with the good eXone^ 
so delightfully is she then affected, (p. 726.) 

Then, indeed, the soul is so disposed, that she 
despises intellectual energy, with which at another 
time she was delighted, because this energy is a 

* Sec the Note to p. 453 of my translation of Select Works of 
Flotinus, in which it is shown from Homer, that to the reception 
of divine illumination, sUencCt and a cessation of all mental energy, 
are requisite, and this, too, is asserted by all the ancient intellectual 
philosophers. 
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Certain motion, but she then does not wish to be 
moved. For neither does she say that the object 
of her vision is intellect', though, becoming herself 
intellect, she surveys it, being, as it were, wholly 
absorbed in intellect, and situated in the intelli- 
gible place. But being thus situated and esta* 
blished about this place, she intellectually perceives 
the intdligible. When, however, she perceives 
that divinity [the good]^ she then dismisses every- 
thing else; Jusi as if some one entering a house va- 
riously and beautifidly adotmed, should attentively 
survey and admire everything which it contains^ till 
he sees the maste?* of the house ; but on seeing^ and 
being astonished at the view of him, as Jar transcend- 
ing the statues which he beheld, and as a truly worthy 
object of vision, shotdd dismiss these, and afterwards 
survey the master alone. But beholding, and not 
withdrawing his eye from him, he should no longer 
by continuity of vision see the object of vision, but 
should mingle his sight with the spectacle itself, so 
that what was before visible now becomes' sight. 
In this state, however, he will become oblivious of 
all other spectacles. And, perhaps, this image will 
preserve an appropriate analogy, if, instead of a man 
who is the master of this admirable house, we sub- 
stitute a certain God, and he not visible to the sight, 
but wholly occupying the soul of the beholder, 

* In the originaly »m ya^ to V t%un9 ^et9 «v «^^ xturu 9Wt yif-' 
fUff, But the sense requires that between pian aud «v, the word 
vM/v should be inserted ; and this is confirmed by the version of 
Ficinus. 

H 
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Intellect, therefdre, possesses a twofold power ; ^ 
one, by which it perceives intellectually, and be- 
holds the forms which it contains ; but the other, 
by which it sees things beyond itself by a certain 
intuition and reception [of the objects of its vision] , 
according to which, prior to this, it was only visive, 
and in consequence of seeing, afterwards possessed 
intellect. And the former, indeed, is the vision of 
intellect replete with wisdom ; but the latter of inn 
tellect inflamed with love. For when it becomes 
insane through being intoxicated with nectar, then 
it also becomes amatory, and is dilated from abund- 
ance intp a felicitous condition of being*. And to 
be thus intoxicated is better to intellect than to be 
more temperately affected. Does intellect, how- 
ever, at one time perceive certain things, and at 
another time others ? By no means. But language, 
for the purpose of instructing others, represents it 
as energising differently at different times. It in- 
tellectually perceives^ however, eternally. But it 
has a power beyond intellection, and through thia 
it perceives the good in a way w:hich transcends in- 
tellectual vision. For from perceiving the good, it 
produces: in itself an offspring,^ and at the same 
time is conscious of containing this progeny in 

* What Plodnus here says about intellect being intoxicated with 
nectar is derived from the BiEOiquet of Plato, For there Diotima 
says, " that at the birth of Venus, Plenty, the son of Counsel, being 
intoxiccUed with nectar, had connexion with Poverty, and became 
pregnant with Love.** See this explained in the Notes to my 
trai[islation of this speech of Diotima, in vol. iii. p. 50a of my 
Plato. 
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itself. Perceiving this, also, it is said to have in- 
tellectual perception* It sees the goody however, 
by a power through which it afterwards possesses 
intellectual energy. But scfbl, confounding, as it 
were, the inteUect which remains in her, and causing 
it to vanish, [sees the good]. Or rather, soul first 
sees the intellect which she conteiins, biit the vi- 
sion proceeds into her, and the two become one. 
The goody however, extending itself to these, and 
adapting itself to the condition of both, runs above 
them, and uniting the two, imparts to them a blessed 
SKisation and vision. It also elevates them to such 
an exalted degree, that they are neither in place, 
nor in anything else in which one thing is naturally 
adapted to be in another. For neither has the good 
any subsistence in place ; since the intelligible place 
is in him, but he is not in anything. Hence, neither 
is the soul then moved, because neither is the good 
moved* Nor is soul then [properly] soul, because 
she does not then [properly] live, but is above life. 
Nor is she intellect, because neither does she per- 
ceive intellectnally ; for if she did, an assimilation 
between the two would be necessary. But she does 
not intellectuaUy perceive the goody because neither 
has she then intelkdual perception, (p. 727.) 

Other things, therefore, are evident Something, 
also, has been said about this [/. e. about the union 
of the soul with the good\. At the same time, 
however, a litde more must be added, beginning, 
indeed, from former assertions, but proceeding 
through other arguments. For with respect to the 
H 2 
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good, either the knowledge of, or the contact with' 
it, is the greatest of things. And Plato says, that 
this is the greatest discipline % not calling the in- 
tuitive perception of it It discipline ; but he thus de- 
nominates the learning something previously about 
it Analogies, therefore, ablations, the knowledge 
derived from things produced by il^ and certain 
gradual ascents, teach us something pertaining to 
it. We proceed, however, to it through purifica- 
tions, prayer^, a soul adorned with every virtue, 
an ascent to the intelligible world, an establish- 
ment in it, and banqueting^ on the divine food 
which is there. But whoever is a spectator of this 
[divine] world, becomes at one and the same time 
both the spectator and the spectacle. For he both 
surveys himself and other things; and becoming 
essence, intellect, and an all-perfect animal, he 
no longer beholds this intelligible world externally, 
but now being the same with it, he approaches to 
the goody which is proximate to this divine world, 
and illuminates the whole of it. Here, howiever, 
dismissing every discipline, and arriving at the 
utmost extent of erudition, he becomes established 
in beauty, as far as to which it is possible to ener- 
gise intellectqally. But being lifted from this, as 

* Plato in the 6th book of his Republic says, " that the idea 
. of the good is the greatest discipliDe." See yoL i. p. S41. of my 
Plato. 

^ In the original, tt^reuf virtues i but from the version of flcinus,' 
it is requisite to read ivx*** 

" In the original, tirmeut, which is evidently erroneous. I read, 
therefore, conformably to the version of Ftcinus, nertturut. 
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from a wave of intellects and elevated, as it were^ 
by its tumefaction, he will suddenly perceive \the 
good}. He will, however, be ignorant of the man- 
ner in which he sees it ; but the vision filling the 
eyes with light, will prevent him from seeing any- 
thing else^ since the light itself will be the object 
of his vision. For then one thing will not be in 
him that which is seen, and another the light of 
the visible object, nor will it be intellect, and th|it 
which intellect perceives; but it will be a splen- 
dour^ generating these things afterwards and abid- 
ing in itse]£ This, however, will be light alone, 
generating intellect without being extinguished in 

a Ploiinus in what he here says, alludes to the following passage 
in the 5th book of Homer*s Odyssey, where Ulysses is represented 
swimming in order to reach ^the Phasacian coast, after 

<< The winds were hush*d, the billows scarcely curFd, 
And a dead silence still'd the wat*ry world." 

« 3* a^d f^^i^tfv u^tii yetutf 

0|f/ fiaXm ^(at^Mv, fuyaXw tnr» xvfutrt it^fi^.-— y. 393, &C. 

t. c. 

** When lifted on a ridgy wave he spies 

The land at distance, and with sharpen*d eyes.**-i-Pors. 

But in this translation of Pope, for **cU distance" in the second line, 
it will be more conformable to the original to substitute not now re- 
mote, omitting awL And for ridgy in the first line, to read mighty. 
With this alteration the lines will be, 

<' When lifted on a mighty wave he spies 
The land, not now remote, with sharpen'd eyes." 

*> In the original, «XV nurfi ytnmett rtutrti us wrt^n. But for aum 
it is necessary to read »»ynt conformably to the version of Fidnus, 
and to what immediately follows ; though, from a typographical 
error, les is in Flcinus printed for hue* 
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the production of it But this light remains, aod 
intellect is produced from the very existence of it. 
For if it was not a thing of this kind, intellect^ 
would not have a subsistence, (p. 728.) 

Hence,, those who in their assertions about it 
ascribe intelligence to it, do not admit that it has 
a knowledge of things of an inferior nature, and 
which proceed from it; though to some this ap- 
pears to be absurd, that the good. should not know 
[all] other things. These, however, not finding 
anything more honourable, attribute to it ah intel- 
lectual perception of itself; as if by this perception 
it will be more venerable, and as if intelligence was 
something more excellent than thegood^ considered 
as being nothing else than the good. Whether, 
therefore, will it possess that which is more ho- 
nourable from intellection or from itself? For if 
from intellection, it is not venerable in itself, or at 
least, is less venerable than intelligence. But if 
from itself, it will be perfect prior to intellectual 
perception, and will not be perfected by intelli- 
gence. If, however, it should be said, that the good 
is energy and not power, it is necessary to know, 
that if it is an essence always intellectually ener- 
gising, and through this is said to be energy, it 
will be two things, essence and intelligence. And 
thus it will not be perfectly simple; but those who 
make this assertion, add something else to the good^ 

* In the original, u ya^ fin revrt vetourtv *iv, w» «v tMnern iiMiM. 
For t»uw, however, conformably to the above version, it is requisite 
to read ixtn»e* • 
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just as vision in energy would be ascribed to the 
eyes, though they should eternally perceive* But 
if it is said that the good is energy* because intelli-* 
gence also is energy, in this case, being intelligence^ 
it will not perceive intellectually, as neither will 
motion be that which is moved ^. Here, however, 
it may be said, are not intelligibles essence and 
energy? To this we answer, that we acknowledge 
these to be multitudinous, and to possess a diversity 
of nature. But that which is the first of all things 
is simple ; and we ascribe intellectual perception to 
that which proceeds from something superior to it 
We also assert, that this 'perception investigates 
its own essence, and itself, and that which pro-^ 
duced it. We likewise say, that this perception in 
the conversion to, and knowledge of, itself, may 
justly be called intellect *=. But what want of in-* 
tellectual perception can there be in that nature 
which was neither generated, nor has anything 
prior to itself**? Hence Plato rightly says, that 

' In the original, u It tvti^uet XtyMnf, ».r.A« But the reading 
in the margin, in order that it may correspond with the yerslon of 
Ficinus, is u }i tn^u^, ».r.X. For the version of Ficinus is, " Sin 
autem in actu Deum esse dicant," &c. The true reading, how- 
ever, is that of the printed text, as is evident from what immedif 
ately follows. 

^ For modon is a medium between tliat which is the cause of 
motion and the thing which is moved. 

° For (he very essence of intellect consists in a self-converting 
energy. 

^ The good, or the one^ contains in itself all things, but in such a 
way as to be prior to all things. It is, therefore, prior to intelli- 
gence and inteUectual perception. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



104 

the good is beyond intellect »• For intellect without 
intellectual perception will be devoid of intellect. 
And the being to which intellectual perception is 
natural, will be without intellect if it does not ener* 
gise intellectually. But what work can be assigned 
to that nature to which no work belongs ? At the 
same time, through a privation of this it may be 
said, as an accusation, that this nature does not act 
This, however, is just the same as if some one 
should say, that the good does not practise the art 
oi medicine. But no work pertains to him^ be« 
cause there is nothing which it is expedient for 
him to perform. For he is all-sufficient. Nor is 
there any occasion fox him to search for anything, 
since he is above all things. For being that which 
he is, he is sufficient to himself and to everything 
else. 

Neither can we assert of the good that he is ; for 
neither is he in want of this, since it must not be 
said of him that he is good. But that of which is 
is predicated, good also is predicated, not as one 
thing of another, but merely as indicative of his 
nature. We denominate him, however, the goody 
asserting something ^him, but not assigning any- 
thing to him; nor predicating this in such a way 

* In the original, }t«irt^ utn ^nen « irXMrm ufeu •^•tg. But the 
sense requures that for li«iri^ we should read, conformably to the 
aboye translation, ht mrt^. The version of ficinus. also a<:cords 
with this emendation; for it is, « Quamobrem Plato summum 
Deum intellectui recte prsefecit." The assertion of Plato, to which 
Plotinus here alludes, is to be found near the end of the 6th book 
of the Republic. . * 
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as if good was present with him, but as good iiself4 
Again, neidier do we think it fit [as we have said] 
to assertof him that he is good, nor is the article 
tke to be applied to him. — But who can admit 
the existence of a nature which neither perceives 
nor has any knowledge of itself? (p. 729.) 

It is necessary, therefore, to know that all intel- 
ligence is derived from a certain thing, and is of a 
certain thing. And the intelligence, indeed, which 
is coexistent with that from which it is derived has 
for its subject that of which it is the intelligence* 
It is also, as it were, something inherent, being the 
energy of its subject, and giving completion to the 
power of it*, but generating nothing itself. For it 
alone pertains to that to which it belongs, being, as 
it were, the perfection of it. But the intelligence 
which subsists together with essence, and which 
gives subsistence to essence, generates in itself, and 
the energy of it is essence. It also coexists in es- 
sence; nor is the intelligence different from this 
essence. This nature, likewise, intellectually per- 
ceives itself, not as something different, except so 
far as the object of intellection and intellection 
itself are distinguished from each other by defini- 
tion ; since this nature is a certain multitude, as 
we have frequently demonstrated. This, also, is 

" In the original, *m irkn^syeof r« itrnifAu t»tn9ih The sense, 
however, requires that we should read, conformably to the above 
translation, »m ir>.nfw^M rm ivm/iut t»$ifw. And this emendation 
is confirmed by the version of Ficinus, which is, <* ejusdemque po- 
tentiam implens." 
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the first energy, generating an hypostasis in essence^: 
and being the image of another thing, it is the 
image of something so great* that it becomes also 
essence. But if it was the image of this trans- 
cendent nature, yet was not derived from it, in 
this case it would be nothing else than an image 
of it, and would not be an hypostasis in itself. Be* 
ing, however, itself the first energy and the first 
intelligence, it will not have prior to itself either 
energy or intellectual perception. He, therefore^ 
who passes beyond this essence and intelligence 
will not arrive either at essence or intellectual per- 
ception^ but will ascend to something beyond these, 
to a nature so admirable that it has neither essence 
nor intelligence in itself, but is itself alone with 
itself, not being in want of any of the things which 
proceed from it. For it did not, previously ener- 
gising, produce energy; [since, in this case, it would 
energise prior to the generation of energy. Nor, 
perceiving intellectually, did it generate intelli- 
gence^;] for it would have had intellectual per- 
ception prior to the existence of intelligence. For, 
in short, intelligence, if it is an intellectual percep- 
tion oithe goody is inferior to it; so that it will not 
be intelligence possessed by the good. I say this, 

* In the original, »yr*ts tert fttyaXtif mat* But for ^i ^«X«», it is 
necessary to read, conformably to the version of Ficinus, fuytiX»v. 

^ The Greek of the words within the brackets is wanting in the 
originaL Hence, immediately after w ya^ tufyTn^mt ir^M^r, tyi9- 
mnf m^ytutf, it is requisite to add, nhi y»^ tn^yu sr^if ytntim sh^- 
yu»t, «v2t f9nir»t tyirm^t* un^tn The sense of the whole passage 
requires this addition, and is supported by the version of Ficinus. 
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not because the good has not a subsistence— -for this 
must be admitted^-^but because there will not be in 
the good itself intelligence ; since in this case the 
goodt and that which is inferior to it, the intellect 
tual perc€|)tion of it, will be at the same time one 
thing. But if the intellectual perception of the 
good is inferior to it at one and the same time, it 
will be intelligence and essence. If, however, the 
good transcends intelligence, both intelligence and 
the intelligible will be inferior to it * ; nor will there 
be intellectual perception in the good. But intelli* 
genoe being inferior to, and on this account reve* 
rencing, thegodd^ will have a situation different from 
it, and will leave it unmingled with itself, as also 
liberated from all other things. Since, however, 
it is unmingled with Intelligence, it is genuinely 
that which it is, not being impeded by the presence 
of intellectual perception from purity of existence^ 
and a subsistence as the one. But if some one should 
conceive that the good is at the same time both inr 
teliigent and the intelligible, and that it is essence, 
and an intelligence coexistent with essence, and 
should thus think fit to admit that the good is in« 
tellective, — in this case, such a one will be in want 
of something else which is prior to the good; since 
energy and intelligence are either the perfection of 
another subject, or, being consubstantial, they will 

* In the original, ti h u^uttm n Htmsi t# »•«<••» xuf^K wnu. But 
it is necMsary to read, conformably to the above translation, u h 
K^urrtv, n 9»titr4t mm r« vMfr«y x"i** *^rmt. Agreeably to this, also, 
the version of Ficinus must be amended. 
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have another nature prior to them, through which 
intelligence derives an intellective power, as it is 
reasonable to admit it should. For it possesses 
that which it intellectually perceives, because there 
is another nature prior to it When, also^ intel- 
ligence perceives itself, it then recognises, as it 
were, what it derived into itself from the intuitive 
perception of another thing. But what can that 
nature intellectually perceive, or how can it even 
intellectually perceive itself, when there is nothing 
prior to it, and nothing derived from anything else 
subsists together with it ? For what can it search 
for ? Or what can it desire ? Or can it be supposed 
that it investigates the magnitude of its own power, 
as if this power was external to it, so far as it is the 
object of its perception ? I mean, as if there was 
one power through which it recognised what its 
nature is, and another which recognises this na- 
ture*. But if it is one thing only, what should it 
investigate? (p. 7S2.) 

Intellectual perception, indeed, appears to have 
been imparted as an auxiliary to more divine na- 
tures, but yet which are less divine and less excel- 
lent [than the good]. This, also, is, as it were, an 

a This sentence in the original is, Xtytt h, u mXX*) fuv n Itnttfug 
»uTw fiff tfutf^xMff »XXn h ii tfiav^MHv, But this it obviously de- 
fectivei as is likewise the version of Ficinus, which is, *' Dico autem, . 
d quidem alia quidem sit ejus potentia quam perdiscit, alia vero 
quam discit.** For in the original, instead of n iumfut tutr^v nh 
t/iav^MnPf it is necessary to read, « Ivmfug Mfrw, h nf ifutfimn*. And 
it is requisite to correct the version of Ficinus conformably to this 
emendation. 
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eye to tliem being blind'. What, however, would 
the eye want in order to the perception of being, 
if it were itself light? But he who is in want of 
sight, possessing in himself darkness, seeks for light 
through the eye. If, therefore, intellectual percep^ 
tion searches for light ^, but light does not search 
for light, that supreme nature the good, since it does 
not seek for light, will not endeavour to obtain in- 
tellectual perception. Nor does intelligence pertain 
to this nature ; for the addition of it would not in- 
crease its excellence. Hence, it has not any sen- 
sation of itself, since it is not in want of it. Nor is 
it two things. Or, rather, it would be more than 
two things if it was intelligence. For if it were, it 
would be necessary to add a third thing, viz. the 
intelligible [or object of intellectual perception]. 
11^ however, intellect, intelligence, and the intelli- 
gible are one and the same thing, in consequence of 
becoming one, they will be indistinctly mingled 
with eaeh other. But if they are distinguished, so 
that one of them is separate from the other, again, 
they will not be that supreme nature, the good. 
Hence, it is requisite entirely to dismiss all other 
things in the contemplation of this most excellent 

* i, e. Being intelligible ; for this is beyond intellect Hence^ 
Orpheus says of Phanes, who subsists at the extremity of the m/e/- 
lig^ triad, that ** he feeds in his heart, i. e. his mind, swift eydess 
LoTe,**' »9»/tfMtr9f mKUf 'E^rn, 

^ In the original, u wf r« ^vf r« uw ; but immediately after r« 
f»uff it is necessary to add Z^m, conformably to the above transla- 
tion. And this is confirmed by the version of Ficinus, which is, 
** Si ergo intelligentite nixus quserit lumen.** 
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nature, wfaiefa is not in want of any aid« For you 
diminish ibat nature which is not in want of any- 
thing by any addition which you make to it. To 
lis, indeedy intelligence is beautiful, because soul 
requires the possession of intellect. It is also 
beautiAil to intellect, because intelligence is the 
same thing with its existence, and causes it to be 
what it is. It is necessary, indeed, that intellect 
should be conjofaied with intelligence^ and should 
always receive a conscious perception of itself, and 
that these two things in it should be one. If, how- 
ever, it was one thing alone, it would be sufficient 
io itself, nor would it be in want of receiving any- 
thing else. For the mandate, ^^ Know thyself," was 
delivered to those, who, on account of the multitude 
^hich they possess *y find it requisite to enumerate 
themselves, and in order that by knowing the 
number and quality of the things contained in their 
essence, they may perceive that they have not a 
knowledge of all things, or, indeed, of anything 
[which they ought to know], and who are igno- 
rant over what they ought to rule, and what is the 
characteristic of their nature. If, however, any- 
thing is present with the good, it is present with it 
in a way transcending knowledge and intelligence, 
and a cosensation of itself, since it has not any- 
thing different from itself. For it introduces no- 

, * This passage in the original is, Mh» ra irXuPof uutrvh But the 
sense requires that for lattrw we should read uwrmv, conformably to 
the aboTe translatioR. And this emendation is confirmed by the 
version of Ficinus. 
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thing into itself, but is sufficient to itself. Hence, 
neither is it good to itself, but to other things, For 
these are in want of it ; but the good is not in want 
of itself, since this would be ridiculous. For thus 
it would be indigent of itstelf. Neither, therefore, 
does it behold itself: for if it did, it would be re- 
quisite that there should be a certain thing, and 
this produced in it from the survey of itself. For 
all these consequences must be conceded to the 
natures posterior to it. It appears, also, that no- 
thing which is present with other things, is present 
with it, as neither is essence. Hence, neither is 
intellectual perception present with it, since with 
the existence of this there is essence, and at the 
same time both are the first intelligence, and this 
properly so denominated. On this account [Plata 
says in the Parmenides, speaking of the ow^,] that 
neither language can describe, nor sense, nor sci- 
ence apprehend it, because nothing can be predi- 
cated of it as present with it% (p. 733.) 

* See a most beaudful confirmation of what is said by Plotinus. 
in these extracts respecting the one or the good, in the Additional 
Notes to the 3rd volume of my Plato^ from Damoscius sri^i «e;^My» 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES, 

XXTRACTXD FROM 

PORPHYRY'S AUXILIARIES TO THE PERCEP- 
TION OF INTELLIGIBLE NATURES. 



Everything which is situated somewhere, is there 
situated according to its own nature, and not pre- 
ternaturally. For body, therefore, which subsists 
in matter and bulk, to be somewhere, is to be in 
place* Hence, for the body of the world, which is 
material and has bulk, to be everywhere, is to be 
extended with interval, and to subsist in the place 
of interval. But a isubsistence in place is not at all 
present with the intelligible world, nor, in short, 
with that which is immaterial, and essentially in- 
corporeal, because it is without bulk, and without 
interval; so that the ubiquity of an incorporeal 
nature is not local. Hence, neither will one part 
of it be here, but another there; for if this were 
the case, it would not be out of place, nor without 
interval ; but wherever it is, the whole of it is there. 
Nor is it indeed in this, but not in another place; 
for thus it would be comprehended by one place, 
but separated from another. Nor is it remote from 
this thing, but near to that ; in the same manner 
as remoteness and nearness are asserted of things 
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which are adapted to be in phice, according to the 
measures of intervals. Hence, the sensible is pre- 
sent, indeed, with the intelligible world, accord- 
ing to interval, but [a truly] incorporeal nature is 
present with the world inipartibly, and unaccom- 
panied by interval. The impartible, likewise, when 
it is in that which has interval, is wholly in every 
part of it, being one and the same in number [in 
every part of it]. That which is impartible, there- 
fore, and without multitude, becomes extended into 
magnitude, and multiplied, when intimately con- 
nected with that which is naturally multitudinous, 
and endued with magnitude; and thus the latter 
receives the former in such a way as it is adapted 
to receive it, and not such as the former truly is. 
But that which is partible and multitudinous, is 
received by that which is naturally impartible and 
without multitude, impartibly and non-multitudi- 
nously, and after this manner is present with it; 
i.e. the impartible is present impartibly, without 
plurality, and without a subsistence in place, con- 
formably to its own nature, with that which is par- 
tible, and which is naturally multitudinous, and 
exists in place. But that which is partible, multi- 
plied, and in place, is present with the imparti- 
ble essence, partibly, multitudinously, and locally. 
Hence, it is necessary, in the survey of these na- 
tures, to preserve and not confound the peculiari- 
ties of each ; or rather, we should not imagine or 
opine of that which is incorporeal, such properties 
as pertain to bodies, or anything of the like kind. 
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For no one would ascribe to bodies the peculiar!^ 
ties of a genuinely incorporeal essence. For all of 
lis are familiar with bodies ; but the knowledge of 
incorporeal natures is attainable by us with great 
difficulty ; because, through not being able to be- 
hold them intuitively, we are involved in doubt 
about their nature, and this takes place as long as 
we are under the dominion of imagination. 
• Thus, therefore, you should say, If that which 
is in place, is out of, or has departed from itself, 
through having proceeded into bulk, that which is 
intelligible is not in place, and is in itself, because 
it has not proceeded into corporeal extension. 
Hence, if the former is an image, the latter is an 
archetype. And the former, indeed, derives its 
being through the intelligible; but the latter sub*^ 
sists in [and through] itself. For every [physicid] 
image is the image of intellect It is also requisite 
that, calling to mind the peculiarities of both theses 
we should not wonder at the discrepan^ce which 
takes place in their congress with each other; ii^ 
in short, it is proper on this occasion to use the 
word congress. For we are not now surveying the 
congress of bodies, but of things which are entirely 
distinct from each other, according to peculiaritj 
of hypostasis. Hence, also, this congress is dift 
ierent from everything which is usually surveyed 
in things essentially the same. Neither, therefore^ 
is it temperament, or mixture, or conjunction, or 
apposition, but subsists in a way different from all 
these; appearing, indeed, in all the mutual par* 
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ticipations of cpnsubstantial naiuresi in whatever 
way this' may be effected, but transcending every- 
thing that falls under the apprehension of sense. 
Hence, an intelligible essence is wholly present 
without interval, with all the parts of that which 
has interval, though they should happen to be in- 
finite in number. -Nor is it present distributed into 
parts, giving a part to a part; nor, being multi- 
plied, does it multitudinously impart itself to mul- 
titude; but it is wholly present with the parts of 
that which is extended into bulk, and with each 
individual of the multitude, and all the bulk im- 
partibly, and without plurality, and as numerically 
one. But it pertains to those natures to enjoy it 
partibly, and in a distributed manner, whose power 
is dissipated into different parts. And to these it 
frequently happens, that through a defect of their 
own nature, they counterfeit an intelligible essence; 
so that doubts arise respecting that essence, which 
appears to have passed from its own luiture into 
tiidi's. 

Truly existing being is neither great nor small, 
for magnitude and parvitude are properly the pe- 
culiarities of bulk. But true being transcends both 
magnitude and parvitude; and is above the greatest, 
aind above the least ; and is numerically one and 
the same, though it is found to be simultaneously 
participated by everything that is greatest, and 
everything thait is least. 'You must not, therefore, 
conceive of it as something which is greatest; as 
you will then be dubious how, being that which is 
I 2 
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greatest, it is present with the smallest masses, 
without being diminished or contracted. Nor must 
you conceive of it as something which is least; 
since you will thus again be dubious how, being 
that which is least, it is present with the greatest 
masses, without being multiplied or increased, or 
without receiving addition. But at one and the 
same time receiving into the greatest magnitude 
that which transcends the greatest bulk, and into 
the least magnitude that which transcends the 
leasts you will be able to conceive how the same 
thing, abiding in itself, may be simultaneously seen 
in any casual magnitude, and in infinite multitudes 
and corporeal masses. For according to its own 
peculiarity, it is present with the magnitude of the 
world impartibly and without magnitude. It also 
antecedes the bulk of the world, and comprehends 
every part of it, in its own impartiality ; just as, 
vice versa, the world, by its multitude of parts, is 
multifariously present, as far as it is able with truly 
existing being, yet cannot comprehend it, neither 
with the whole of its bulk, nor the whole of its 
power; but meets with it in all its parts as that 

* In the original, uX.Xm re txSiCfituf m (i.%yiavw eyttw, us r» f*t- 
yt^roVf xeti rev %>M)^t&rev ue re tka^t^reVf u/ia XafwD, «.r.X. This 
Holstenius most erroneously translates, << Venim id quod maxi- 
mam molem intervallo maximo, et minimam minimo excedit simul 
sumens, &c." For a truly incorporeal nature, such as that of which 
Porphyry is now speaking, has nothing to do with interval, and, 
therefore, does not by interval surpass either the greatest or the least 
corporeal mass; but is received transcendently by the greatest and 
Uie least magnitude. 
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which is infinite, and cannot be passed beyond; 
and this both in other respects, and because truly 
existing being is entirely free from all corporeal 
extension. 

That which is greater in bulk, is less in power, 
when compared, not with things of a similar kind, 
but with those that are of a different species, or of 
a different essence. For bulk is, as it were, the 
departure of a thing from itself, and a division of 
power into the smallest parts. Hence, that which 
transcends in power, is foreign from all bulk. For 
power proceeding into itself, is filled with itself, 
and, by corroborating itself, obtains its proper 
strength ; on which account, body proceeding into 
bulk through a diminution of power, is as much 
remote from truly incorporeal being, as that which 
truly exists is from being exhausted by bulk ; for 
the latter abides in the magnitude of the same 
power through an exemption from bulk. As, there- 
fore, truly existing being is, with reference to a 
corporeal mass, without magnitude and without 
bulk; thus, also, that which b corporeal is, with 
reference to truly existing being, imbecile and 
powerless. For that which is greatest by magni- 
tude of power, is exempt from all . bulk ; so that 
the world existing everywhere, and, as it is said, 
meeting with real being which is truly everywhere, 
is not able to comprehend the magnitude of its 
power. It meets, however, with true being, which 
is not partibly present with it, but is present 
without magnitude, and without any definite limi- 
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tation. The presence, therefore, of truly exi&ting 
being with the world, is not local but assimilative, 
so far as it is possible for body to be assimilated to 
that which is incorporeal, and for that which is in- 
corporeal to be surveyed in a body assimilated to 
it. Hence, an incorporeal nature is not present 
with body, so far as it is not possible for that which 
is material to be assimilated to a perfectly imma- 
terial nature; and it is present, so iar as a corpo- 
real can be assimilated to an incorporeal essence. 
Nevertheless, this is not effected through recep- 
tion; since, if it were, each would be corrupted. 
For the material, indeed, in receiving the immar^ 
terial nature, would be corrupted through being 
changed into it ; and the immaterial essence would 
become material. Assimilations, therefore, and 
participations of powers, and the deficiency of 
power, proceed into things "which are thus dif- 
ferent in essence, from each other, into each other. 
The world, therefore^ is very far from possess- 
ing the power of real being; and real being is 
very reniote from the imbecility of a materiid na^ 
ture. But that which subsists between these, as- 
similating and being assimilated, and conjoining 
the extremes to each other, becomes the cause of 
deception about the extremes, in consequence of 
applying, through the assimilation, the one to the 
other. 

Truly existing being is said to be many things, 
not by a subsistence in different places, nor in the 
measures of bulk, nor by coacervation, nor by the 
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circumscriptions or comprehensions^ of divisible 
parts, bat by a difference which is immaterial, 
without bulk, and without plurality, and which is 
divided according to multitude. Hence, also, it is 
one; not as one body, nor as in one place; nor 
as one bulk ; npr as one which is many things ; 
because it is different so far as it is one, and its dif- 
ference is both divided and united. For its dif- 
ference is not externally acquired, nor adscititious, 
nor obtained through the participation of some- 
thing else, but it is many things frpm itself. For, 
remaining one, it energises with all energies, be- 
cause, through sameness, it constitutes all differ- 
ence; not being surveyed in the difference of one 
thing with respect to another, as is the case in bo- 
dies. For, on the contrai^y, in these unity subsists 
in difference; because diversity has in them a pre- 
cedaneous existence; but the unity which they 
contain is externally and adscititiously derived. 
For in truly existing being, indeed, unity and 
sameness precede; but difference is generated from 
this unity being energetic. Hence, true being is 
multiplied in impartibility ; but body is united in 
multitude and bulk. The former, also, is established 
in itself, subsisting in itself according to unity; but 
the latter is never in itself, because it receives its hy- 
postasis in an extension of existence. The former, 
therefore, is an all-energetic one ; but the latter is 
an united multitude. Hence, it is requisite to ex- 

' For SitfXif^cr^ir, here, I read xaraXff^wtVj and Holstenius also 
has in this place cotnpreJtenshnUnis* 
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plore bow the former is one and different; and, 
again, how the latter is multitude and one. Nor 
must we transfer the peculiarities of the one to 
those which pertain to the other. 

The ancients, wishing to exhibit to us the pecu- 
liarity of incorporeal being, so far as this can be 
effected by words, when they assert that it is one, 
immediately add, that it is likewise all things; by 
which they signified that it is not some one^ of the 
things which are known by the senses. Since, how- 
ever, we suspect that this incorporeal one is dif- 
ferent from sensibles, in consequence of not per- 
ceiving this total one, which is all things according 
to one, in a sensible nature, and which is so be- 
cause this one is all things; — hence the ancients 
added, that it is one so far as one; in order that 
we might understand that what is all things in 
truly existing being, is something uncompounded, 
and that we might withdraw ourselves from the 
conception of a coacervation. When, likewise, 
they say that it is everywhere, they add, that it is 
nowhere. When, also, ihey assert that it is in all 
things, they add, that it is nowhere in everything. 
Thus, too, when they say, that it is in ail things, 
and in every divisible nature which is adapted to 
receive it, they add, that it is a whole in a whole. 

* In the original, ««^« tn n tmv x»r »i9$n9n ffunywrfittvMv ; but 
it appears to me to be necessary, after xei^Of to insert the words »um 
$^Ttv, For incorporeal being is not Uke some one of the things which 
are known by the senses, because no one of these is one, and, at ^e 
same time, all things, Holstenius did not perceive the necessity of 
this emendation, as is evident from his version of the passage. 
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And, in short, they render it manifest to us througU 
contrary peculiarities; at one and the same time 
assuming these, in order that we may exterminate, 
from the apprehension of it, the fictitious concep- 
tions which are derived from bodies, and which ob- 
scure the cognoscible peculiarities of real being. 

When you have assumed an eternal essence^ 
infinite in itself according to power, and begin to 
perceive intellectually an hypostasis unwearied, un- 
tamed, and never-failing, but transcending in the 
most pure and genuine, life, and full from itself; 
and which is likewise established in itself, satisfied 
witb^ and seeking nothing but itself; — to this es- 
sence, if you add a subsistence in place, or a rela- 
tion to a certain thing, at the same time that you 
[appear to] diminish it, by ascribing to it an indi- 
gence of place, or a relative condition of being, you 
do not [in reality] diminish this essence, but you 
separate yourself from the perception of it, by re- 
ceiving as a veil the phantasy which runs under 
your conjectural apprehension of it. For you can- 
not pass beyond, or stop, or render more perfect, 
or effect the least change in a thing of this kind, 
because it is impossible for it to be in the smallest 
degree deficient. For it is much more never-failing 
than any perpetually flowing fountain can be con- 
ceived to be. If, however, you are unable to keep 
pace with it, and to become assimilated to the in- 
telligible all, you should not investigate anything 
not pertaining to real being ; or, if you do, you 
will deviate from the path that leads to it, and will 
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look to something else. But if you investigate 
nothing else, being established in yourself and your 
own essence, you will be assimilated to the intelli- 
gible universe, and. will not adhere to anything 
posterior to it. Neither, therefore, should you 
say, I am of a great magnitude. For, omitting this 
greatness, you will became universal; though you 
were universal prior to this. . Bat, together with 
the universal,, something else was present with you, 
and you became less by the addition, because the 
addition was not from truly existing being. For to 
that you cannot add anything* . When, therefore, 
anything is added from non-beings a place is af- 
forded to Poverty as an associate, accompanied by 
an indigence of all things. Hence, dismissing non- 
being, you will then become sufficient to yourself ^ 
For he will not return properly to himself who 
does not dismiss things of a more vile and abject 
nature, and who opines himself to be something 
naturally small, and not to, be such as he truly is. 
For thus he, at one and the same time, departs 
both from himself and from truly existing being. 
When, also, any one is present with that which is 
present in himself, then he is present with true 
being, which is everywhere. But when you with- 
draw from yourself, then, likewise, you recede from 
real being ; — of such great consequence is it for a 
man to be present with that which is present with 

a Immediately after this something is wanting in the original, (as 
is evident from the asterisks,) which, as it appears to me, no con- 
jecture can appropriately supply. 
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himself, [.u e. with his rational part,] and to be ab- 
sent from that which is external to him. 

If, however, true being is present with us, but 
non«being is absent, and real being is not present 
with us in conjunction with otherthings [of a nieUure 
foreign to it], it does not accede in order that it may 
be present, but we depart from it when it is not pre- 
sent [with things of a different nature]. And why 
should this be considered as wonderful? For you 
when present are not absent from yourself; and yet 
you are not [wholly] present with yourself, though 
present And you are both present with and absent 
from yourself when you survey other things, and 
omit to behold yourself. If, therefore, you are thus 
present, and yet not [in reality] present with your- 
self, and on this account are ignorant of yourself, 
and in a greater degree discover all things, though 
remote from your essence, than yourself, with which 
you are naturally present,, why should you wonder 
if that which is present is remote from you who 
are remote from it, because you have become, re- 
mote from yourself? For, by how much the more 
you are [truly] present with yourself, though it is 
present, and inseparably conjoined- with you, by so 
much the more will you be present with real being, 
which is so essentially united to you, that it is as 
impossible for it to be divulsed from you, as for 
you to be separated from yourself. So that it is 
universally possible to know what is present with 
real being, and what is absent from it, though it is 
everywhere present, and, again, is also nowhere. 
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For those who are able to proceed into their own 
essence intellectually, and to obtain a knowledge 
of it) will, in the knowledge itself, and the science 
accompanying this knowledge, be able to recover or 
regain themselves, through the union of that which 
knows with that which is known. And with thpse 
who are present with themselves, truly existing 
being will also be present. But from such as 
abandon the proper being of themselves to other 
things, — from these, as they are absent from them- 
selves, true being will also be absent. If, however, 
we are naturally adapted to be established in the 
same essence, to be rich from ourselves, and not 
to descend to that which we are not; in so doing 
becoming in want of ourselves, and thus, again, as- 
sociating with Poverty, though Porus* [or Plenty] 
is present ; — and if we are cut off from real being, 
from which we are not separated either by place or 
essence, nor by anything else, through our conver- 
sion to non-being, we suffer as a just punishment of 
our abandonment of true being, a departure from, 
and ignorance of, ourselves. And, again, by a pro- 
per attention to, we recover ourselves, and become 
united to divinity. It is, therefore, rightly said, 
that the soul is confined in body as in a prison, 
and is there detained in chains like a fugitive 

a In the original, xat 2m rawktv ^aXn rif 9rt¥tf vuniveUf tuuiri^ 
ira^avrps avrou; but for avrw I read ira^ov, as it appears to me that 
Porphyry is here alluding to what is said by Diotima, in the Ban- 
quet of PlatO) concerning the parents of Love, viz. that they are 
Poverlf/, and PoruSf or Plenty, 
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slave*. We should, however, [earnestly] endea- 
vour to be liberated from our bonds. For, through 
being converted to these sensible objects, we desert 
ourselves, though we are of a divine origin, and are, 
as Empedocles says, 

Heayen's exiles, straying from the orb of light. 

So that every depraved life is full of servitude; and 
on this account is without God and unjust, the spi- 
rit in it being full of impiety, and consequently of 
injustice. And thus, again, it is rightly said, that 
justice is to be found in the performance of that 
which is the province of him who performs it. The 
image, also, of true justice consists in distributing 
to each of those with whom we live, that which is 
due to the desert of each. 

That which possesses its existence in another 
[i. e, in something different from itself], and is not 
essentialised in itself, separably from another, if it 
should be converted to itself, in order to know itself, 
without that in which it is essentialised withdraw- 
ing itself from it, would be corrupted by this know- 
ledge, in consequence of separating itself from its 
essence. But that which is able to know itself 
without the subject in which it exists, and is able 
to withdraw itself from this subject, without the 
destruction of itself, cannot be essentialised in that, 
from which it is capable of converting itself to 

* See the Phsedo of Plato. But something is here wanting in 
the original, as is evident not only from the asterisks, but from the 
want of connexion in the words themselves. 
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itself, virithout being corrupted, and of knowing 
itself by its own energies. Hence, if sight, and 
every sensitive power, neither perceives itself, nor 
apprehends or preserves itself by iseparating itself 
from body; but intellect, when it separates itself 
from body, then especially perceives intellectually, 
is converted to itself, and is not corrupted ; — it is 
evident that the sensitive powers obtain the power 
[they possess by] energising through the body; 
but that intellect possesses its energies and its 
essence not in body, but iii itself. 

Incorpok-eal natures are properly denominated, 
and conceived to be what they are, according to a 
privation of body ; just as, according to the anoientsj 
matter, and the form which is in matter, and also 
natures and [physical] powers, are apprehended by 
an abstraction from matter. And after the same 
manner place, time, and the boundaries of things 
are apprehended. For all such things are deno-^ 
minated according to a privation of body. Inhere 
are, likewise, other things which are said to be in- 
corporeal improperly, not according to a privation 
of body, but, in short, because they are not natu- 
rally adapted to generate body ^. Hence those of 
the former signification subsist in bodies ; but those 
of the second are perfectly separated from bodies, 

* ue. They are not adapted to be the immediate causes of body, 
because they are perfectly separated from it The original is, fi^n 

r«r, MMtm h §Km fm wt^»»tfm ^f^nff r«iyMb Holattmus, not undsr- 
standing what is here said by Porpbyrfy timnslates the W/ords nmrm 
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and from those incorporeal natures which subsist 
about bodies. For bodies, indeed, are in place, 
and boundaries are in body. But intellect, and 
intellectual reason, neither subsist in place nor in 
body; nor proximately give existence to bodies, 
nor subsist together with bodies, or with those in- 
corporeal natures which are denominated accord- 
ing to a privation of bodies. Neither, therefore, if 
a certain incorporeal vacuum should be conceived 
to exist, would it be possible for intellect to be in a 
vacuum. For a vacuum may be the recipient of 
body ; but it is impossible that it should be the re* 
cipient of intellect, and afford a place for its energy. 
Since, however, the genus of an incorporeal nature 
appeiu's to be twofold, one of these the followers of 
2ieno do not at all admit, but they adopt the other $ 
and perceiving that the former is not such as the 
latter, they entirely subvert it, though they ought 
rather to conceive that it is of another genus, and 
not to fancy that, because it is not the latter, it has 
no existence. 

3f «Xivf fAti itt^tmtMu ytnfv 0»tfutf '*sed quod nullum omnino corpus 
generare possunt.'* For Porphyry, as is evident from what imme- 
diately follows, is here speaking of natures which are perfectly se- 
parated from bodies, and which are, therefore, not naturally adapted 
to be the immediate generators of them, not through any deficiencyi 
but through transcendency of power. 
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The two following Propositions also are added 
from the Theological Elements of Proclus, as a 
further elucidation of what is said by Plotinus in the 
preceding books respecting truly existing being. 

Proposition 86. 

Everything which is truly being [ovrtos ov) is in- 
finite, neither according to multitude, nor accord- 
ing to magnitude, but according to power alone. 

For every infinite, is either in discrete, or in 
continued quantity, or in power. But that which 
always is^ is infinite^ as having an inextinguishable 
lifey a never-failing essence^ and an undiminished 
energy. That which is eternally being, however, 
is neither infinite on account of magnitude, — for 
that which is truly being is without magnitude, 
for it is self'Subsislent* ; since everything self-sub- 
sistent is impartible and simple, — nor is it infinite 
on account of multitude; for it has in the most 
eminent degree the form of the one^ as being ar- 

■ For everything which is truly existing being is of an intellec- 
tual nature, and is, therefore, converted to itself; and if this be the 
case, it is self-subsistent. For if it is converted to itself according 
to nature, it is perfect in the conversion to itself, and will possess 
essence from itself. For to everything, essential progression is from 
that to which conversion according to nature is directed. If, there- 
fore, it imparts well-being to itself, it will likewise undoubtedly 
impart being to itself, and will be the lord of its own hypostasis. 
Hence, that which is able to revert to itself, is self-subsistent. See 
Proclus*8 Elements of Theology, Prop. 43. Hence, the rational 
soul is self-subsistent ; for it is naturally converted to itself. Those 
who have not been disciplined in the philosophy of Plato, will not 
be willing to admit that anything, except the first cause, is self-sub- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



129 

ranged most near, and being most allied to it. 
But it is infinite according to power. Hence it is 
also impartible and infinite. And by how much 
the more it is one and impartible, by so much the 
more is it infinite. For the power which is di- 
vided becomes imbecile and finite, and powers 
which are entirely divided are in every respect 
finite. For ultimate powers, and which are most 
remote from the one^ are in a certain respect finite 
on account of their distribution into parts. But 
first powers, on account of their impartibility, are 
infinite. For a separation into parts divulses and 
dissolves the power of everything. But impartibi- 
lity, compressing and contracting that which it 
contains, renders it never-failing, and undiminished 
in itself. 

Moreover, infinity according to magnitude, and 
also according to multitude, is entirely a privation 
and falling off from impartibility. For that which 
is finite is most near to the impartible ; but the in- 
sistent. To such as these, it will be sufficient to reply with Pro- 
clus, that <* either there is nothing self-subsistent, or <^goo(/ (which 
is the same as the one^ is a thing of this kind, or the first things 
that subsist from the good. But if there is nothing self-subsistent, 
there will not, in reality, be in anything self-sufficiency (or an es- 
sence suffiicient to itsel f ). Nor will it be in the good, since being the 
one it is better than self-sufficiency. It is also the good Usdf, and 
not that which possesses the good. But if tite good was self-subsistent, 
in consequence of itself producing itself, it will not be the one. For 
that which proceeds from the one, is not the one. And it would pro- 
ceed from itself, if it was self-subsistent ; so that the one would at 
the same time be one and not one. See Prop. 46. of the Theolo- 
gical Elements of Froclus. 

K 
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finite is most remote from it, entirely departing 
from the one. Hence that which is infinite accord- 
ing to power, is not infinite either according to 
multitode or magnitude, since infinite power sub- 
sists in conjunction with iihpartibility. But the 
infinite either in multitude or magnitude is most 
remote from tlie impartible. If, therefore, that 
which is truly being was infinite either in magni- 
tude or multitude, it would not possess infinite 
power. It does, however, possess infinite power; 
and, therefore, is not infinite either according to 
multitude or according to magnitude. 

Proposition 98. 

Every separate cause ^ is at one and the same 
time everywhere and nowhere. 

For by the communication of its own power it is 
everywhere ; since this is a cause which replenishes 
the natures that are naturally adapted to partici- 
pate of it, rules over all secondary beings, and is 
present with all things by the prolific progressions 
of its illuminations. But by an essence unmingled 
with things in place, and by its exempt purity, it is 
nowhere. For if it is separate, it is established 
above all [subordinate] things. In a similar man- 
ner, also, it is in no one of the natures inferior to 
itself. For if it was alone everywhere, it would 
not, indeed, be prevented from being a cause, and 
from subsisting in all its participants. But it would 
not be prior to all of them in a separate manner. 

* And such is trulif existing being. 
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If, also, it was nowhere, without being everywhere, 
it would not, indeed, be prevented from being prior 
to all things, and from being nothing pertaining to 
subordinate natures; but it would not be in all 
things, as causes are naturally adapted to be in 
their effects by the abundant and unenvying com- 
munications of themselves. In order therefore that, 
existing as a cause, it may be in all things that are 
able to partake of it, and that, being separate in 
itself, it may be prior to all the natures that are 
filled by it, it is everywhere, and at the same time 
nowhere. 

And it is not, indeed, partly everywhere and 
partly nowhere. For thus it would be divulsed 
and separate from itself, if one part of it was every- 
where in all things, but another was nowhere, and 
prior to all things. But the whole of it is every- 
where, and in a similar manner nowhere. For the 
things which are able to participate of it meet with 
the whole of it, and find the whole present with 
themselves, though at the same time it is wholly 
exempt from them. For the participant does not 
place the separate cause in itself, but participates 
of it as much as it is capable of receiving. Nor in 
the communication of itself does it become con- 
tracted by the multitude of the participations of it; 
for it is separate. Nor do its participants partici- 
pate of it defectively ; for that which it imparts is 
everywhere. 

I'HE ENn. 
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